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TO THE 
Countrey-Clergy. 


ererend Brethren, 


IS znrverſally noted, bow the European 
Princes even now whilſt they are a 
Treating of Peace do all make them- 
ſelves ready to Bartel; indeed, their 
Striſe for Peace ſeems to be this, which 
ſou'd be the foremoſt in their Warlike Pre- 
ors. The profound Rules of Policy by which 
its ſteer and move ſhall not be by me diſputed. 
ul only ſay, that the Eccleſiaſtical Peace and 
} among ft our 1 is not to be ſought for 
* like formidable rate, is not to be purſu'd 
ſuch an hoſtile manner; even the moſt obli- 
Unditions of Peace, tender d from one Hand 
: _ in the 1 N wm be _ 
Ws Jou'd we appear firff and ſturdy to thoſe 
| whom we have to 45 2 *. 
und, or indeed but to maintain our own, 


4 be no hope of an Accommodation pon 


ers, 


| 


3 el, | 
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To the Countrey-Clergy. 


Tell, but then certainly, ſpou'd there be ch. 
table Condeſcenjions made to our Adverſarie 
hou'd there be Grounl1 given to them to tin 
draw them home to us; ſhou'd they then rem; 
and keep themſelves ſtill at tleir unre:11 1, 
diſt ince from us, they wou'd ſtill be the 4 
inexcitfable. . 

Ad yet, alas! when the Countrey run; u 
the News of fome kind Methods propos'd 1» ; 
purpoſe in the Convocation, and that ſome 4 
ments (as to the Uſe of our Ceremonies effec; 1 
tere likely to be made for Peace and L,) jq 
you, my Brethren, muſt needs know what an 
ſected and ſarpriſing (not to ſay wild aul 
toward ) entertainment, the very bare Re 
of theſe Matters met with among our CK, 
fembers. NE TS eek ” 

% truly, inſtead of diſcovering a le 
fit to be ſoftn'd into thoughts of Peace, they | 
us ſome ſhrewd Signs ay if they ue 
danger of being harden'd yet ſeven tits 
in their preſent ſlate of the moſt objiinate 
mity. And from the very Condeſcenſions re 
to be made to them, they began to ſ!!, 
look big, and pride themſelves, and to 1.1% a 
and ſay, © That now the Biſhops and Min 
of the Church of Exgland begin to ſce 
< ſelves in their long-detended Errour, that 
they are a giving up their Cauſe, that 
their Eyes are open d a little; ad 7 
all was a ſcornſul Ejaculation, that the! 
in time ſee to amend all their other Hl 
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To the Countrey-Cler g. | 


Themiſe; and that is as much as io ſay, what- 
wer theſe wonderful People are pleaſed to give 
e hard Name to. | 85 

[t cod not, T” Brethren, be very grateful to 
. to hear ſuch kind Condeſcenſions as were 
ul of, to be ſo much and wretchedly abus d, 
wer ſo far as to be made a new and terrible 
nent againſt ourſefocs;, or with whatever 
ence ice might endure ſuch treatment, yet it 
ieh time (as I well know many of your judge) 
bt the People committed to our Charge fhouwd 
» antidoted againſt the Poiſon, and that Ihe 
bd be plainly taught, that the very (now ſaid 


n — 
_ ta bo, —_— 


|  dfenceleſs and weak Cuuſe a. fome word 
1 r them believe it to be. GS 


| it ſcem good to the Convocation to make any 
Werations ay to theſe Matters, I donbt not but 
ks will profeſs to, and ſatisfie ihe World (as 
due in a like Caſe) * that they 

& rot enforc d ſo ro do by any * Prefacerto 
tength of Arguments convincing — N 
en of the Neceſſity of any ſuch OY OO 
Ertions, but that they are fully perſuaded in 


75 r Judgments that there is nothing i oe e.. 
e contrary to the Word of God, or to 
n | Dogrine, and which a godly Man may 
e * with a good Conſcience ſubmit unto, or 
nar" is nor fairly defenſible againſt any that 
Hut pose the ſame. | 


And in th 
ll beſeech you _— to interpret theſe very 


_ — , 
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dle depending) Cauſe of cur Ceremonies 15 no 


e mean time, my Brethren, I pray 


To the Countrey-Clergy. 
lain Diſcourſes here offer d tothe Countrey-Peopli 
* ae 1 are no Heights or Depths nothin 
but what I cod cloath in a doton-· Countrey dye 
and bring within the reach of ſuch narrow Cipa; 
ties as you and I bave moſtly and generally to det 
with. And I will only farther add, that I h. 
ſome Hopes that I have ſo fore dealt with the 
that I ſhall not be unto them a Barbarian, whi 
was indeed the Deſign and Study of 


My Reverend Brethren, 
ak. ac. 101. Your unworthy Brother, 
7 and 
molt humble Servant, 


T. H. 
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-KCountrey-Curate 
TO THE 

Countrey-People, Oc. 
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int, | | | | 
The Introduction. 


RE there not ſuch Scripture Commands as 
oblige us to obey them who have the Rule 


I 


over us in Church as well as State? There I 
are. For the fifth Commandment, Honour ; 
cher, &c. has evet been interpreted as command- f 
ur Obedience to our Eccleſiaſtical as well as to if 


nil and Natural Fathers, And, Let every Soul 
pet? to the Higher Powers, (the Eecleſiaſtical Pon ers 
Wepted) is a plain Command; and nothing 
more expreſs than that of the Author to the 
„ Obey them that have the Rule over you, and 
jaw ſelves, for they wach for your Souls, as they 
nge an Account. Heb. 13. 17. f 
r And 1 


LF] 
And that ſuch Submiſſion and Obedience!“ au 
theſe Spirit aal ach- men, is alſo clearly imply 4 8 
Names and Inles whereby in Scripture tie. 
digmty'd and dittinguiſh'd. * 
They are called 't Tioxoror, Tiſbopt, or Ora 
Superintendents, as the word has been render d. 4 
28. They are ſty led Yr), Officers, Olz:1:u4. 8 
ards; 1 Gr. 4. 1. Hf, Guides or Govern; 
13. 7: Tigzer@7ts, Preſidents, 1 Tim. 5. 17. Va 
imply'd that they are Paſtors, IIei gans 74 li- 127 
762 21. 16. and Ambajſadirs & X22 
2 (ur. F. 20. All which Styles and Titles 4% 
PULOrty and Power, Superiority and Kube. 
CONunently that Subuufſſon and Obedience 
Tien. | 
Anil accordinely very great and ſignal was 
Obedience of the primitive Chriſtians to thee | 
Shiritual Ralers, even wiich there was no oer wo 
but uns Syd c the Spirit, Vie Word of Gil, to 
torce it; yea, cven when it was fo far tron: | 
eniorc'd by the Sword of the Cwil Mionitrucg, 
it was forcly pumſhed and perſecuted by it. 
For thus you mult kuo that the Chriſtian C 
was gorem d tor above three Inuidred Years 


— 2 - 
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8 ** 


any Kuss or Queens became lis aw/ns Hats 


nurſin; Ao bers; tie Chriſtian Fork {lng 
Pa furs, aud yielding Obedience to the Rull 
ders enacte! by thar Smritzal Governt, i 
roparded their Lives even unto Death, an! 
almoit ture to dye Martyrs tor it. 

And it was by thew Obedience to ther » 
Rules, that the Body: of Chriit which \ 
was 10 firmly unned 5 and became iuc! WW 
and well-difciphn'd Army, that not att | 
of \Worldly Power, not all the Threats 8 
_ Op3otitions ofns Adverſarics, ior all tic e 


\ 


1 
gars of us Perſecutors cou d ever prevail againſt it 
o work its final overthrow. But more particus 


I. Tho the true Church of Chriſt can never be 
nale than a Friend to the Sate, teaching and 
an with its piritual Weapons all due Obedi- 
t the Civil Magittrate, yet the Se may be, 
but too often been, an Enemy to the ( hurch; 
(en was in the beginning for ſome Hundreds of 

hen the Civil Magiſtrates were fo tar from 
+ the Sword in its Detence, that their Sword 
ne ut now hinted) was very rarely out of 

Back, cvcn glutted and made drunk with Blood. 
1} when the Hhepheards were ſimitten, then was 
n Tryal that the Flock underwent, and (I 
y it too often) they bravely ttood that 

| an Lov'd, Honour'd and Obey d their Sſiri- 
e, till Martyrdom and Death them did 


b Gol forbid that fuch Bloody Days as theſe 
{nz be ſhortned ; I obſerve in the next place 


. 2 *** +. 
». le Wat 


{% 
Lis 


, The Se 18 at other times a Friend to 
i (urch, and we cannot diſobey the Governozrs of 
ech, but we mutt diſobcy h of the State too; 
ing £ ly, The Church is eſtalliſbt by Lam. 1 
: then, our Obligations to Obedience are then 
K Kon us; ara we muſt then needs be ſubject. 
a. Ls we tear God, and as we reverence Man: 
aun, when the Laws of God in this Cafe are 
i OM". tortity'd wich Human Authority, it 
SN 


SUM male Act of Diſobedience to be no leſs 
Hs Crms, and to be loaded with a Two- 
Wilt: tr to the Guilt of Diſobedience to our 
, cd the Grit of Diſobedience to our 
Ol like wie. Eut then again, 

e birdly, 


* 


[4] 
Thirdly, Even in this proſperous and protecte! or | 
of the Church, when it is fenc'd with 2 1 
as with Divine Laws, it but too uſually happens MW! 7 
looking too much upon the former, many of 
loſe the ſight, and grow perfectly blind as to the l 
Such, I ſay, we many of us are, and thus we {14 
brag we are prone to fear Man more than we 
„and to ſtand in awe of the Temprral more t 
of the Spiritual Rod; and conſequently we be 
ſubject to our Spiritual Rulers for Wrath more! 
for Conſcience ſake: that is, we are ty'd and b 
to our good Behaviour in this Cafe, not by any ( 
ſciencious Principie, but with the Fear of wrat 
Puniſhmer.is, ſuch as pecumiary Mulcks, Impri 
ments, and the like Temporal Pcnaltics. 
And thus the more that our Human La 
rely d upon, the Divine are but too often ſo 
the more diſregarded, and when our Duty 1 
moſt altogether enfor d upon us with Corporeal 
reftions, we are apt to forget and grow inſenſib 
all Spiritual Chafiſements, And then, 
 PFoxrthly, If in ſuch a Caſe there comes fo 
Toleratien, and lays fome Human Edicts patient 
out: of our Sight, it is that we may make at 
and better uſe of our Eyes; namely, that the 
may have them both in our Heads, open and 
berty to look into the Divine Statutes ; and aſſun 
ſelves that the Divine Laws are all unalterably 
and can ſtand alone without any Human Sup 
yea, they have ſtood, and can and will ftar 
only when tie Las of Man have not been td 
even when they have been againſt them; and 
fore there's no great danger of their ſinking, 
when the Laws of Man as to their Puniſhme 
| Penalties do oniy Trim (as it were) and ftandl 
neither for nor againſt, as in the Cale of the Tol 


. 
ne to ſpeak words of plainneſs upon this Oc- 
1 Tu _ in one Word, ſhou'd the 
Parliament to puniſh Swearing and Curſing be at 
ine repeal'd, is it poſſible for you to think that 
Helluh Sins wou d then and therefore become 
| of wou d not the Laws of God be ſtill in Force 
<< gs 
| — Tho ſome Act of Pæliament to puniſh 
lebedience to our Spiritual Governours may be laid 
\ Aide, yet what then? Does ſuch Diſobedience 
x become Lawtful, or are not the Laws of Go 
force againſt it? They are, moſt aſſuredly they 
we mult needs be ſubject (till, tho not for 
l, yet for Eternal Wrath, and tor Conſcience ſake. 
| rou may believe me that this is no Novel 
, or lately invented in ſpight tothe Toleration ; 
ws the true and good old Doctrine taught be- 
pleration perhaps was ſo much as thought on. 
ks, in the Caſe of needleſs Separation from 
uh of England, that very notorious Inſtance 
helience to our Spiritual Ralers. As to this 
xethus read in that admirable Collect ian of Caſes 
lietorethe Toleration) to recover Diſſenters, &c. 
there was a Law made which ſhou d or- 
bat wiltul cauſeleſs Separation from the 
| Church ſhou'd be allow'd and tole- 
ia no Man ſhou'd be call'd to account 
et nevertheleſs ſuch a Separation wou'd be 
Wn, wou d ſtill be a Sin againſt God; for no 
Law can make that Lawful which God's 
ath torbiddetr, And again, „ 
ad all the Laws about Conformity and a- 
Lomenticles be reſcinded; ſhou'd the Ma- 


Act, . 132 f Did. . 216. 


giſtra te 


[6] 
« filtrate indulge or conmive at the ſepirue 1 
“ blies, yet ſtill this wou'd not make our | 
« with thein not to be ſinful. 
*® To which 1 will add a noted pafave gg 
brated Authour. An Act of Parkin: 
deliver Diftenters from Temporal Pura 
“ and miglit deliverthem from the Sin ef Dif 
« ence to Civil Governours. But tlie Guilt «4 $ 
„ woud remain ful. So that this Prowxct n 
cure the Eſtates, but cannot ſecure ihe Soul 
ſenters; Schifm will damn Men the they che 
it (not only Tolera:ed, br) eſtabliſh't by Act: 
liament. 5 3 
And nove, (tho I will not preſund tu 
them, yet) I cannot but icartily with, 1 {24 
Magiſtrates are concern dein Qualitying (8 
unlearned) Teachers of cur Diners; fr 
we have liv'd to hear the want or Leary? ; 
cry d up, and boatted of by tome 35 4 <> 
molt wonderful Accompliſhment ot a Teac! 
therefore, I 135, {+ tar as our Magiftraics arc c 
in Qualifying ſuch Teachers, aud in leg 
the Mcciing-houtes of our Dionne, | cn 
heartily with that they ward uf tone link 
tion. I mean, N 
That they wou'd be pleaſcd to l the 
People know that ſuch and ſuch Qu 
Certificates arc but their Security agammt Un 
Book, arid not againſt the Bible: that ther n 
juſtify them at the S fro; or Anon, 11 
Day of Fulamen:; that they arc only © 
indemnity againſt te prot L, 
that all ihe Security vlüch tex te . 


*Vind. Def. of Dr. Sr. p. 455. 


2 
gem in this Caſe is but againſt ſome Statutes 

rtf Harman, but God forbid that they 

0 mitundcritoo.l, as if they meaut to indem 
em ag. un. 1 the Laws of God. 

will not multiply words upon this occaſion, 

4 c as to Wilc Men, to whom a word 1s 


{tus I have ventur'd to expreis my ſe f pretty 
1041 [ think pretty plainly upon this nice and 
| ut 
Im my OWN Defence, 1 wall (till farther add 
1. ail tavgh t by the Learned Biſhop of Eh in 
7 i the lin itry repr. eſentei to his C 1er gy. 
e prel. 1 Act OT Indulg2:: CC, ſaich he, doth 
1 Men in thei Senaration, bu: only ſu- 
þ ts „ Punithmert ts to which ey were betore 
ill they are in a ſtate of chili, ou. of 
(cou the Clergy) thou'd endeurout to re- 
them by kind Perfurſions ; nd Arguinenis, 
may work more upon chem than all the 
ths tornerly inflicted , which made them 
„ but did not convert them. 
Tee | hope are no rancorbus or ill-natur'd 
ra, but Malice its felt may be defy'd to 
then the leaſt cavy or it-will t the Tole- 


* 
4 4 gr, 


Truth r, whatſoever Tragical Outerys have 
e, or u rcharfoerer fad aud formidable Storys 
1 ras to the contrary, ( yet excepung 
= the belt Laws in the World are liable 
bus, and 1 wowd not juftity Abules of any 
Wd th evvre 1 fay all Abules except ted) the 
Wu flcte! upon che : Diftemcers before the Tc le- 


,,,, 


— 


the Miniſt try, p 90, 91. 
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ration 


[8] 

ration were kindly deſign'd, and they were not a 
. wiſe deſign d by 1 il and ſober Perſons ph 
recover them out of a ſtate of Schiſm and Dit 

ence to their Rulers both in Church and State. 
Penalties now inflifted upon the prophane p 


and upon —_— Swearer, are very pioully 


charitably deterr them from thot: | 
nable Sins. 1 
"Well, ue it Gems that tis Ch" nv 6 
aim d, yet) proyd but a very unſuccesful m 
and that whatſoever Hypocrites and Diſſemble 
filfd the Church withal, yet that it made but 
real Converts. bw wou d not, in ſhort, be thus 
to their Duty, and therefore are we now to 
Tryal whether they will have the Patience to | ak 
to it, and whether they who wou'd not e 
Kad, will yet hear Reaſon, and Argument aulllf 2 
ſuaſion, and the very Word of God himſelf, OF 7 
manding them to obey them that hav: the Rule Tatu 
them. eb. 13. 17. ; 7" U be be 
And ſhall we make no Conſcience of this ſ 
plainly Commanded Duty? alas! the Tend 
of ſome Peoples Conſciences (as the You 
ſays the Heart does) lies on their left fide: I 
they are extreamly nice and tender ConſcrencY 
they Obey their Spiritual Rulers; but to diſubey! 
what they can venture to Jo without any Remt 
Scruple at all, and what their Conſciences 
ſeem ſo much as once to trouble them tor. 
But you who are Maſters of Servants and Fat 
Children, ſhou'd your Servants or Culdren 
your Lawful Command-. or refuſe ro compl 
the Orders of your Fa ly, wou'd you com 
juſtify them for ſo doi g? I trow not. | 
But then, all the Submiſſion and dutiful Ove 
which you expect and require from your & 


* 


09] „ 
ts in your Family, the ſame ſhou'd you 
4 eon — Spiritual Fathers in the 


1 ch. 1 

u may indeed very juſtly expect a cheerful and 
n Obedience to all your Lawtul Commands, 
nthoſe over whom you have Authority, and there- 
dat you yield the fame Obedience to thoſe who 
Authority over you 1s but juſt and l, and 
rd hay Eternal Law of Equity of Doing as 

wy d be done by. | | 

& not 3 plead for an abſolute, blind O- 

ence in all things unexceptionably and indiſcri- 
ar; nay, but I do allow you to enquire and 


ner commanded by your Superiours. Lea, 
Itraruly ſubſcribe and conſent to the Limitation, 
u are not bound to obey your Superiours any 
than they command Lawful things. 
Was for the Governours of the Church of Exgland, 
Abe bold to affirm, that they require you not 
kj them any farther than they can give you 
Xrpture and Reaſon for what they command. 
| an, that they are neither Fools nor Knay 
r want neither Senſe nor Conſcience, that they 
command you to do what God has forbidden, 
ne undone what God has commanded ; no, 
war whole Rule over us, they Watch for our 
C they who muſt give an Account. 
know it, yes, they ſurely know it, that they 
ply engag'd, and are reſponſible for the 
aur Souls, and that God will require our 
"i — Hands, if our Souls periſh thro their 
a; dance; and therefore as we need not 
that they ſhou'd do it i2norantly, much 
* any cauſe to fear that they ſhou'd 
Enoy thoſe Souls for whom Chriſt dyed ; no 


| 


ne 


at 


wur ſelves how the Law of God ſtands as to 


[ 10 ] 


they cannot do it, but they muſt deliroy tun 
Souls 100. 


18 Celebrat 


and nothing leſs than the Sintulneſs of ther C mT n 
mands can at any Time or in any Cale i. == 
our Ditobedience ; fo that we mult either 1 Tf 
we cannot obey them without Sin, or clfc us cot 11 _ 
ly true that our not obeying them is a din; 4s 
4 affirm it again and again, that when and N 
eee . Amit 4 
it is no Sin to Obey them, then and thee ener ne 
to diſobey them. 5 . 
But now then, in the behalf of the Rulus n 
Church of England, I mult have leave to 4, , Ch 
is he that convinceth their Commands of 4n WW. e 
cuſers indeed, you know, they have many: FA oc. 
neſſes have rien up amongſt our ſelves again tt e 
and what ſay they? Why truly, they fav :1M...; A 
| Ceremonies enyoyn'd by them, particularly Tre ie 
Baptiſm, Kneeling at the Holy Commmini. 1:00 ..1 dn 
ding Ring, and alſo The Surplice; All thele, tho. 
are all over Sinful and Popiſh; and theretore ni. 
the things, of which you have a very plun Wl. .. 
cation candidly undertaken, and fautuh Mi 
vour d in the following Chapters. A pr 
N | | | | i be re 
„ante 
Ig, and 
4 have [ 
| { Angel} 
C tier P 


Gu: hat 


le; Cnſi 
50 Mr. Ho 


1 
CHAP. I. 
Of the Croſs in Baptiſm. 


Calcbrated * Writer among our Diſſenters has been 
eaſed to ſay, that, Taking which ſide he will, 
L 1 ealily puzzle the molt ot plain People, and 
are but of ordinary underſtanding in the 
er verly about Ceremonies ; and his ingenuous 
«criary has told us that he belicves the ſame. 
il net {ay that any are a making the puzzling 
ment among the plain People ; but {ure I ai, 
derer were our Ceremonies more queſtion'd, never 
wariuly talk d of, than now they are among 
anrcy-folk. And that they may not talk by 
x at Random, or they know not what, my 
to give theſe honeſt plain People ſuch a plain 
w of theſe Matters, as the molt ordinary Ca- 
my underſtand, and ſuch as the weakeſt 
reel not fear being puzzled withal. 3 
indeed, that the old Say is renew'd among 
and that they are now taught afreſh to ob- 
wn dur Ceremonies that they are Popith , 
Fuel and abuſed in the Church of Rome. 
F iruly, and fo are praying and preaching 
dl 1utzlin the Church of Rome too; but mult 
der preaching be therefore ſaid to be Popiſh? 
t 1t be requir'd that I ſhou'd inſtance in Cere- 
lan feady to add that the humble poſture of 
I; aud hfting up the Hands and the Eyes in 
„ e been abuſed in the Church of Nome, 
{ Anechig and lifting up their Hands and 
tar Prayers to their Saints and their Ima- 
But what - mult we not theretore Kneel? muſt 


—_—_ 


Ine” C:nfiderations of a Pretace, (9c. p. 5. 
iv N. Howe by way of Reply. p. 13. 


C we 


Bk 
we not lift up our Hands and Eyes tc. Hearen 
we pray unto God? Or are we Papiſts if we 4 

May we not uſe a good thing, if it has been af 
in Popery ? May we not uſe Apparel, but my 
with the antient Adamites go naked, becauſe n1 
has been more abus d, than the Popiſh French 
abus d Apparel by the many Monſtrous Ea! 
ot which they have been the wicked Inventcr, 

Yes certainly, we may wiſely uſe, what nt 
Papiſts, but even Jews, Turks, Infidels, and He 
have abus d the molt grofly ; we may Fat aud! 
to the Glory of God” tho nothing has ben 
2 in the World than Meat and Drink 

n. "= 

But more particularly, to vindicate our Ceren 
from the Imputation of Popery, I will plainly 

Fir/t, That for great * yes Reaſons they 
uſed in the primitive Church, long before the 
any ſuch thing as Popery in the World. And 
Second), I will farther ſhew, that in proceſs ot 
they were indeed (as they {till are) very grv.ly 2 
in the Church of Rome. But then, 1 
Thirdly, and Laſtly, I will alſo plainly ſhew 
all theſe Abuſes (which were all the Popery 0: 
were done away at the Reformation of the C 
ot England; and that they arc here with us, 1 
and reſtor d to their pure primitive uſe agun. 
therefore, =, 
Firſt, To begin with the Croſs in Papiily. 
for great and wiſe Reaſons uſed in tie pn 
Church, long before there was any ſuch tiung 
pery in tlie World. * 

And it was an Argument of the undaunte! Of 
and Bravery of thete firlt and belt Clnttiang 
were not to be made aſham'd of the Cross ot \ 

tho they were loaded with contempt , 44 
the Common Theme and Subject of thc Sl 
riſion and Scorn upon this very Account. 


A 


— — —— 
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tus it was, that they had Tryal of cruel Moc lings, 
- Apoſtle expreſſeth it, Heb. 11. 355 For this ey 
were revil'd and defam d, made as the Filth of the World, 
ul tie Off-ſeouring of all things, 1 Cor. 4. 12. For 
is they were jeer d and flouted at, call'd Fops and 
Pos, Fools and Madmen. 

What ! to own a Cracify'd Perſon to be their Lord 
nl Saviow ! to worſhip him for a God who ws hanged 
win 4 Tree! This was to the few A Stumbiing-block, 
11 9 the Greeks Fooli/hneſs. is to the Enemies of 
the Crots was made a matter of Contempt and 
malicious Railery : And thus were the firſt Chri- 
duns deſpis d and diſgrac d, abus'd and revil'd, 
x pack of mere Simpletons, that had no Brains in 
der Heads, or very diſtracted ones. 8 

and this was the reſpect and entertainment that 
& Doctrine of the Croſs then met with in he World; 
zl to become a Diſciple of the Crucity d Jeſus, was 
& ready way to be expos d thus. 

And it was a mighty hard Tryal, and they needed 
phe well arm'd who were to undergo it. Truly, 
e all things, it was neceſſary for the then Chri- 
uuns to be ſtedfaſt in this Faith, to be ſtout and re- 
IH and eren harden d in their Belief of Chriſt Cru- 
And accordingly, in this very point they were per- 
2 Thar ns Hero's, Ratteſly a d bn the 
Lic! of our Lord Jeſus, and bravely own'd him, nor 
wly corcicly and in the Night, as Nicodemus did, 
mt only in their Privacies and among their Friends 
an! Confidents, but in the ſight and hearing of their 
En:m; and to let the World even publickly fee that 
ler were not aſham d of the Croſs of Chriſt, when 
ey became his Diſciples they had the Sign of it made 
Un their Forehead, 5 3 | 
They had well and throughly conſider d the dread- 
Import and meaning of thoſe words of our Lord, 
Woſcever ſhall deny me before Men, him will 1 deny 

C23. before 
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before my Father which is in Heaven, Mat. 10. 3. .. 


whoſoever ſhall be a hamed of me, of him all, (all 49 And 
Son of Man be a hamed, when he comet". in the G MAC 
of the Fa her with the Holy Angels, Mark 8. 33 . 


The (a1 Senſe of which words is tuthiciently p! 1, WRO--» 
and needs not to be repreſented in more form ! ; . 
Expreſſions ; for of whom the Son of Man (h i!! Mi: Cl: 
aſhamed at the laſt Day, Shame, nothing but Hun 
ame, burning Shame and Confution of Face wilt i 
be their eternal Portion. 2 „ © 
Aud this is the terrible Doom which the firſt 2 4 
Chriſtians took ſo much care to avoid, mantul! 
figluing under the Banner of Chrilt's Cros, an 
ſtanding the ſhock undauntedly of all the c us 
Mockinęs of their Adverſaries, yca, and chung! 
die a Thouſand Deaths ( it poſlivle ) rather chan d 
aſham'd to conteſs che Faith of Chriſt Crucity” d. 
Iis true, tis very true, they were the D:1c1pls 
of a Crucify'd jeſus, and they car d not who know 
it; tio the World thought it in their Fooliſhnet, an 
mock'd and Martyr'd them for't, yet they wou dn 
be atraid or aſham'd to own it for all that, but con 
felt it freely and gallantly to the very Faces of tha 
Adverſaries, in ſo much that the Sign of the Crif 
was maile a Badge of their Profeſſion, and a Toke 
of their Chriſtianity. 
And in ſhort, Tis very well known that th. 
Forchead is the proper Seat of Shame and Blhuh 
ing, as we have a Common Expreſſion to den! 
an impudent Fellow, that he has rubb'd and barcn 
his Forehead/; that is, he is not eaſily to be ma 
aſham'd, he is not readily to be made to bluth. 
And thus the Forehead being the proper &. 
Shame, therefore, I ſiy, the firſt good Chrilt!.1's 0 
make it known to all the mocking World, 
they were not to be made aſham'd of the Crols C 
Chriſt, they had the Sign of it made upon tle 
Forelieads. 1 _ 85 
pong tec And 


1 

and accordingly their making the Sign of the 
C upon their Forcheads is mention 'd by * Ter- 
+1 28 a confirm'd Cuſtom even in his time; 1 
0::-: ſpeaks of it as of a well known matter, and 


. Clurch, deriv d from the very times of the A- 
les; and the mention of this Ceremony is very 


„ . As broſe, St. Auſtin. f St. A:ftin ſiys of um- 
. Vat he was fo far from being aſham'd of the 
er Chriſt, that he carry d it on his Forchead: 
2} to fer forth the Bravery of the Chriſtian in this 
xr: C:{2, He is not * (ſaith he) aſham d of the Croſs 
Out, but imprints it on his Forehend, the Scat 
Samctacdnels. Let us not be aſham'd of Chriſt 
et d, fays St. Cyril, but let the f Sign of the Croſs 
un lemly made with the Finger on the Fore- 
end S. Hierom 's boaſt is well known, viz. That 
= 1 Chriſtian, and a Son of Chriſtian Parents, 
Kit he did carry on his Forchead the Banner 


te Cros. 


i | was minded to enlarge, I cou'd even tire you 


JF” [<limoines of this Nature, bat I forbear, have- 
oo e plainly ſhew'd you, that (as the Thirnieth 


* wh 


en er our Church expreſſes it) the xe of the 


ß in Bantiſm was hel in the primitive 
Hl” © ll by the Greeks as the Jin int, with ove conſent 


07-2 an1.aule, The primitive ¶ Hriſtiaut thereby male- 
[1 0429.74 Profeſſion even to the ani bment of the 


uc ens s a juſt Account of tis matter, this was 


dune Church. and thus t! ey nobly Conſe? the 


KC mn, Mil, + Homil. 2. in Pfal. 38. De Sprit. 


ls Cacch, 13. * Hm in Joh. Tom. 3. 9. 5 
3 355 


F., Ba afhrms it to be an antient Cuſtom of 


mon and frequent in the writines of St. Cypre- 


F they were not aſhamed to ackaowledoe him for 
Het and Saviour, who died for them unon the C roſs. 


Mc tent and mean of bac la1dale Rite in 


2. F In Plal. 141. In Gala. o. 14. 


—— — 


| 
: 


— 
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Crucify'd Feſis, not only with their Words but wil 
their Actions. 3 | 

And here I cou'd ſhew by the By, that the Laul 
able Ceremony of Bowing at the Name f Feſu; ig 
came a more general Cuſtom among the primin 
Cnriſtians upon a like account. It was when t 
Arians deny'd the Godhead of the Sn, which th 
wou'd own our Lord for no more than à „. 
Man. It was, I fay, in Oppoſition to this dat 
nable Arian Hereſy, that the good Chriſtians in t. 
early days took all ways and all occaſions to teſtt 
their Belief, that The Godheal of the Father u g.! 
Son nac all ne. And to this end it was that they g 
never {ail'd ro Low at the name of Jeſus. Letting 1 

Worid ſee that they own'd and acknow ledg'd him 
be perfect God, as well as perfett Alan. tor by t 
adoring Act of bowing at his Name, they tha 
that he was to be worſhipped, and conſequently that 
3 and Equal to the Father as touching lis G 
And thus, As by their bowing at the Ns of 7 
they let the World ſee that they own'd him to bes 
in Oppoſition to the Arians, fo by the Si7n of rhe 
(which J ama ſpeaking of) they let ihe Win! 
that they were not aſham'd of the Croſs of C 
in Oppoſition to all the Infidel Encmics ot 

„ 855 e 

And ſtill farther, As this Sign was to let ten 

Enemys ſee that they were not aſham' ! 
Croſs, ſo likewiſe was it intended to br 
Remembrance of the Perſons Baptized their Bh 
Engagements. 

As it is uſual for Oaths, and Vows, and Cove 
to be attended with ſome ſolemn Action or Cer 
ny, by way of Teſtimony and Remembrance. 
For ſo, When Abraham was about to 4 
Servant ſwear to him, he wou d have him pu l. 
wnder bis Taigh, which was a token of Su 
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44 2s it were remember him that he was already 
an s Servant, and that conſequently now that 
«33 about to be his ſworn Servant, he wou'd be 
1 the taſter, and be the more ſtrongly engag' d to 
Dur and fidelity, Gen. 24. 2, 3. 
An! ib again, when Jacob was about to make 
da 7-ſerh hecar to lum, Par I pray thee, ſaid he, 
Hud nner my Thigh, which (as in the former in- 


member him that he was already Facob's 
nd that as a Son be was oblig'd to all due 


ur an Oath to it, Gen. 47. 29, 31. | 
We Abraham and Abimeleck made both of them 
xrant, and fware both cf them to one another, 
n cave to Abimelech ſeven Ene Lambs by way 
1.014] and Witnels, Gen. 21. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 
ki when Joſhna made a Covenant with the 
tbe ſet up a great Stone jor a Witneſs, Foſh. 24. 
a, 27. N N = : | : 

Aulus when the Antients ſwarc to and Coven- 
{ with one another, to bear Teltunony and 


uuall) accompan'd with Oblatious and Sacri- 


os uſed among cur ſelves at the taking of an 
D T 


Gels. And I verily believe, that an Oath fo ſo- 


cueſul to obſerve it. 
renant accompany d with the Sign of the Croſs,to 


bp be the Diſciples and Followers of the 


e was 4 Token of Subjection, and did as it 


nce io his Father, and corſequently that he 
11 be doubly fo, when he ſheu'd be Ilkewiſe en- 


kc lemnity to their Oaths and Covenants, they 


ant I will only farther obſerve thoſe ſolemn 
b, which arc to lay the Hand upon, and to kiſs the 


uten is commonly underſtood to be the more 
e and binding, and we are thereby render d the 


Nina Reſembling manner is our Baptiſmal Vow 


ow the Obligations which we then take upon 


C4 And 


"ger 
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And thus, If it was no Popery or Fault in 4 
ham, in Facib, in Foſbua, aud in the witch a; 
to have Oaths and Covenant attended wich 
ſignificant Ceremonies; and if it be no Papen 
Fault in the State of England, to require that au 
in like manner thall be guarded with Cerca, 
then certainly neither is it any Popery or Tau 
the Cl lurch of Fazland, to require that our ait 
Vo ſhall be likewiſe attended with à trale 
dable Ceremon p. 1 
And be pleaſed to take notice of this on: d 

that as Laying the Hand upon, and kiſſins the Bible, 
part of the Oath, ut only dreadtul Ceremontes att 
ing it, to awe us and to make us the more zum 
of what we twcar ; f neither is the Sn tHe 
any part of our Baptitmal Vow, but ©:1y a Sl 
Ceremony attending it by way of Remembrance, 
we ſhou'd never forget our Bapiit.ual Ern 
ments. _ „ 

And thus does the Sign of the Croſs in Bus im wh 
ourſclves as well as intorm our Enemies. It int 
us, that we met not be aſham d of the Crois ot Ul 
and it informs our Eneuuecs, that we are 1. z 
eee, - ; 
And now, good People, ſuppoſe (and Gol | 
that you may never know the Ciſe any ct. 

than by Suppoſition, ſuppoſe, 1 fy) that vou 11 

a time and place, where it was Death by Lov 

a Chriſtian, and that you were brought cf 

Judges (as the primitive Chriſtians were :rc1u 
to be try'd for your Lives upon this very ( 

whet' er ( hriſti ans or no Chriſtians. Sd v8 
manfully conſeſs it, and own your {clvcs UN 

tho' you were ſure to dye tor it; yea. to Hh 

a Stake for it: And at the fame time hu 10 
the Sign of the Croſs upon your Foreheal', tb [e121 
very Eyes as well as to the Ears f un dung 
that you were not aſham d of your Proſeihon: 


Id th 
be 
W.rI. 


o! 
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24 this be Popery do you think? and wou'd it not 
be an Argument of the greateſt Gallantry in 
Will? wou'd it not be a Noble Inſtance of a 
> wondertul Courage in the Cauſe of Chriſt ? 
cdu de nt all that ſhou'd hear of it admire and 
that it was heroically and bravely done? and 
4 nt Chronicles and Martyrologies record it to 
*r? am ſure ſhou'd any fy that ſuch a noble 
bn was Popry, they wou'd give a greater Com- 
on to Popery than it will ever deſerve. 
al: But having given you this plain account of 
w intent and mcaning of the Ulage of this 
war in the primitive Church, long betore there 
pi (uct; thing. as Popery in the World. 

, 1 will now proceed brictly to ſhew you 
procels ot time it was indeed (as it ſtill is) ve 


3 
ms in the Charch of Roaxze. | 


„ : vn to them, or of the orm Prayers 
11 


g accgunt of their Idolatrous Service on 


tnluloully Idolatrous G0 Fri lay Service, in 


Wee: ( rol: The Prec!t, after 4 deal of ridicu- 
Pon. ciyimg our, Behol1 tne 10 of the Croſs, 


#5 


kD toe again and again; and then the 


ou, Domine ) we adore thy Crols, O Lord. 

ru de you, 1 ſay, with this their down- 

Ent ab-mnable Idolatry in worthipping 
2 7 Wood, I (hall confi e my 4elk to a 


And 


nat to ſiy any thing of the Cuciſi ves, and of 
an in that Church; not to trouble you 


e Jovention of the C roſs; nor of their 
MW Form of Cuſecra ing a new Croſs, nor of their 


nice there is moſt ſhameful work made 
wave; humſelf ſhewing the way, by Kiſſing 


Kerr ant Laity (Two after Two) in like 
wrirr t, and the Quire 1NSINg (Crucem 


uw: of tleir abuſe of the WIE of the Crofs in 


—_— — wy 


1 
And this (with many other Abuſcs in Parsing 
admirably well diſcover d to us cut of the C 
twal and Paſtorale, by the Author of theCale of :1-; 17 
of England's Sywibelizin», &c. 3 
, Fa their Ad. niniſtration of Infant-Bapriſn t 
* after the Prieſt has blown three ſoft and git. 
upon the Infant's Face (:vrhich is * ſom cuts 
roſs-wars) ſaying, (as if the Devil was 101 
out of this Intant, O Unclean Spirit; aer: 
ſay, the Frieſt with his Thumb makes de d 
the Croſs upon the Infant's Forehcad an! By 
* Or (as we find in the Pa forale) the Prieſt © 
the Child's Forehcad, faith, I ſign thee in th: 
* hcad in the Name of our Lord Jcf1s Crit 
thou may | truſt in hiin: And then the Pri. 
** ſeth the Child's Eyes, facing, I blets tine 
that thou may ſt ſee his Briehtiefs : Then he « 
his Ears, ſaying, I blefs thine Ears, that tu! 
* hear the Word of his Truth: Then he © 
* his Noſtrils, ſaying, I bleſs thy Noſtril, a 
may'ſt ſmell his Sweetneſs: Then Ins Break, f 
I bleſs thy Breaſt, that thou may believe u 
Then his Shoulders, ſaying, I bleſs thy $1 
that thou may'ſt bear the Y oke of his Service 
t the Prieſt croſſeth the Child's Mouth, fayins 
thy Mouth, that thou may ſt confeſs hum wh 
and reigneth, &c. | 
» © After this, in the common Ritual foll 
© Benediction of Salt, winch is perform 
© abundance of Croſſings and Conjurations; 
« Prieſt putting a little of this Salt into the 
Mouth, faith, Take thou the Salt of WII 
Not long after the Prieſt ſigns the Intan 
te with his Thumb on the Forehead, an! d 
Devil, he faith, This Sign of the Croſs u 


: 
"2x £8 


* Sce the Paſtwale. 


. 
dus Cui 3 thou curſed Devil, ne- 
ine then to violate. = 
r a great deal of ſtrange work more, 
Pact dips his Thumb in Oyl, and anoints the 
ur wich it in his Breaſt, and betwixt the Shoul- 
inte Figure of a Croſs, ſaying, L anoint thce 
the Orlet Salvation, G G0. 8 
6 ſon after this, he docs indeed Baptize the 
unn Water; but then immediately follows 
rum, or holy Ointment, in which the Prieſt 
5 Thumb, and anoints the Infant upon tlie 
n tie Head in the Figure of a Croſe, pray- 
{ t anoint him wü the Chryſia ot Sal- 


l aud more, and worſe than thus, (tor we 
ico of mare croſting fill in the Pafa- 
the dien ot the Croſs in Baptim abus d 
uch of None, as it (ill is moſt horribly ; 


e er ich, that you can now very eaſil 
1 eee e. 4 laulable Le of this 
ta een the pions and laulable Uſe of this 
4 


Wo the primmive, and tiefe abumiuable abuſes 


%% (Lurch. Well! but now then, 
lac, 1 mall plainly ſhew you that 
vice 


e which were all the Popery of it, 
away at the R Hrmation of tie ¶ Hhurch of En- 
tat it is here with us Re ſormd and 
e pure prin.itive Le again. 

des ne more than what you daily ſee 
* 1:5, and hear with your Ears. You ſee 
dw gur Churches, I am fare; there we 
un »9den Croſſes, nor are any ſuch ſenſeleſs 
kr ior Kiſ'd or Nueel d to by us; nor did you 
* any Munſter of the Church of 2 
u you to bebold the Wood of the Croſs, and 

S - | | 


br heat to the Croſs (as the Prieſts of the 
Ane do) as to Chrilt himſelf, O Hh 


*) He ; nor do we ever pray to the Croſs 
5 WW. 


—— — —-— 2 — 


fins his Eyec, or Ears, or Ne{trils, or rea! 


or Ointment in the e fio gure Of a C roſs. 


Mu. 125. 32. Wioſrever ball cont Ly we b. 
Fill 740 confeſs beſore * Father u ie 10 
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(as they do) to Ns, People micreaſe of Gras 
out their Sins, No, but we can truly nd F 
lay (as di Oitavirs the Chritt'an in 4 
Cruces nic culimus nec 0p:amus, that we neil 
any Croſſes, nor deſire any. 

Nay. and not only the Popiſh an] [! 
W — 1 » of the Wooden Croſe, but er 41]: 
Abuſcs of the Sign of the Gleis in Papuln 
away from among us too. 
Feu nevei fee Us 1 in the Admin rut on 0 
Baptiſm blowing in the Cd's Face (. f. 


N i 


ders , or Afouih; nor do we cnc, 
Croſſings, or anoint any Chiid in the Hr * 


99 


his Short ulders, OT 97 the Crown of the Ha 4. mh 


No, Theſe are ilic Popery ct this Cc em 
are the Popith Abuſcs ot it in the Cl ue! Pity 
and we do not, you know that we Jo nt. bo 
there is none of all this Popery , nc "I Me 

or titile of it remains with it. We cali 
as it was commendably utcd in the primmen 72 75 


and for the ſame great and wile Reaſons tn 
To remember us that we m7? as: be 1 


the Croſs of Cit, and to teltit to the 


mies ot the Croſs that we are 10; all, m U 
but make bold in deſpight ot all tor re 25 
own our-ſclves :h- I Cj: IL of a (Crna * 
that we are daru.s to confeſs him who d nt 
upon the Croſs, betore all the W. brd, 10 Wis 
Words bit wich our Al ions. Flas 

And tor a Conclution of this wholeen c 


what con:fortable words our Savi: wu! (; 


And 10 much ot che Crolts in Bar 


— 


— 
2 — 
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CHAP. I. 
Kneeling at the Holy Communion. 


don Lord ſpake a Paradle to this purpoſe, 
bk . ot always to pray, Luk. 18. 1. yea, 
n tobe it plainly too, and without a 
hit we houw'd pray always, Luk. 21. 36. I 
bt be vet ſaid noching of che Poſture in 
red have us to pray; for he very well 
it Men cou'd but once be brought to a 
ud bea ſure and certain conſequence. 
&! 'Tis certainly evident from che Ex- 
& whole devout World, that never did 


irc of Devotion. . 
„e vr ſhio and ſall down, and Eneel before 
Heier, td the devout Pſalmiſt, Pſa. 95. 


be te Holy Men of old did fo, They bowed 
, as it is expreſt Mic ab. 6, 
in Wn ur Mulelt fell CN his face and Pra ved, 
+0 fected donn and prayed, Lub. 22.41. 


al farther take notice, that Muecling 
tunly usd by the devont Serv its of 
rn 5% ture, that cven provin it ſelf 
F eclag: for ſo when St. Pa ſpeaks 
u the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chritt; 
Wis li, I bow my Knees unto the Father 
ks Chriſt, Epheſ. 3. 14. He bowed 
nuch as to fay that he prayed. 
9 cnltatly have all good People ſaid 
1 tus Poſture, that our Blefſe.l Lord 
El: to iy any thing of the Poſture, 
FEW pray always. 

duden he taught us to pray, he thought 


Derotion, a conformably devout 


ut Soul fail of humbling the Body into 


150 ay thing of the praying Poſture, 


— 
—  — ** 


ting this Sacrament, given by St. Authes, 


reverently kneel upon his Knees, much m 


Approach unto his God at the Altar. 
. 14 bow, 10 Knee will refuſe to d» to, 


to preſerve our Bodys and Souls unto 
—_— - „ 


wer, 


at the paſchal Supper, yet ſting was 1 


das *tis expreſſly ſaid of Sr. Form, t 


per, John 13. 23, 25, and John 21. 22 
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fo likewiſe when he enjoyn'd us to receive + 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood, us 
reaſonably think that le thought it needlef 
any thing of the Poſture of receiving. 
ndeed, in all the Accounts of our Lon 
by St. Mark, Mar. 14. by St. Lale, Las. 
Paul, 1 Cor. 11. there is not the leatt hin 
particular Geſture; our Lord taking it with 
for granted, that if a truly devout Perf n 
ing unto his God, even in his Common Pr: 


A 
— 


think himſelf oblig d to an adoring Pck 
he makes that neareſt, and greateſt, and n 


And certainly, if at the Name of Feſu 


Name is joyn'd in Prayer with his Body 


Well! but tho our Lord has not by ar ; 
in what Poſture we ſhall receive the Sac 
ſome have been bold to ſay that he hu 
ample taught us to receive it ſerting. To 


Fir, that tho our Lord inſtituted thi 


Poſture of that Countiey, but rather Hh 
laid along on their ſiles upon Beds on 
the firſt place the Mafter of the Fatt, 
Chief Gueſt, with his Head up to the NM 


Haſter's Boſom, and that he leaned on jp 
And even where we read in our 


that Jeſus ſat down to Supper with the te 
25. J do aſe you that the Origuzal N 
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%%) ſignifies that he lay down ; and this was our 
dur s Poſture at the paſchal Supper, according to 
ten cuſtom of the Jews at Meals. (*Avrixe]s) he 
121 to Supper with the Twelve. But then, 


aur Bleſſed Lord firſt inſtituted and adminiſtred 
e Apoltles the Holy Sacrament of his Body and 
4 and when he had taken Bread to that End, 
leit, ſay the Evangeliſts St. Matt hem and 
. Ma. 20. 26. Mark 14. 22. And he gave thanks, 
Lie and St. Paul, Luke 22. 19. 1 Cor. 11. 24. 
& row then, let me beſeech you to conſider, 


ir ke bleſſed and gave thanks in the fame Pol 


w2 


a he had been eating? ts 


after our Meals to give Go4 thanks, or (as we 
ut to expreſs it) to ſay Grace. 5 
tow when I fay, that after cut Meals we give 
tanks, I do not, cannot mean that we give 


tor tho fitting, and perhaps with our Hats on, be 
men Country- Table-Geſture, yet we riſe up 
mer a Heads to give thanks, and devoutly ſtand 
eTable whilſt the Grace is a ſaying. 
taerctore in ſhort, as when you hear it ſaid 


th our Meals we give God thanks, you cannot 


S |! 


— 


l. 1d 5. 22. and 8.6. and 11. 2. and 14. 18. and 16. 14. 


Ker places, and are expreſs d in our Engliſn Tran- 
rng or fitting down, they properly ſignify Hing 


& M. Edwards's learned Diſcourſe of the Excellency and 
uf tle Hily Scriptures. WIT 


al, It was at the cloſe of the paſchal Supper 


terer be imagin d of our deareſt and devourett 


2 know that tis a pious Cuſtom among our 


tanks in the tame Poſture in which we eat our 


and the words that we give God thanks in the 


ft, Male : xa] ard, GTunZY4XGaer, avarki- 3 
ir, which occur in Mat. 9. 10. and 25, 7, 20. 


Z ud 22. 27, John 6. 10, and 12, 2, and 13, 12. and 


* hing along or Hing on one ſide; and ſo ſhou'd be 


ſame 


— 56—— — = 


when it is ſaid of our Lord, That after te Pp, 


thanks, you muſt not underſtand the words, 4% 


rent ſocver, the manner of ſom e may be, vita 


to my thoughts that they were ſuch a rude, wu 


The ye not Fixes to Eat and to Dri al in? or di 
Church o, God ? 


that is to ſay, the Bread and Wine 11 ic 


Wo 1-2 
ſolemn manner than Men eat and erik 


—_— Lc 


ſame poſture in which we cat our Meals: er. 
Supper, when he had taken Bread, he blefe1 14 


bleſſed and gave thanks in the fame Poſture in x 
he did eat that Supper. 
No, certainly; tor whatever, how rude and! 


our Saviour's way; He had no fuch cuttom g 
unto Cr to praiſe lus Father any otherwije, 
the humbleſt Potturcs of Adoration, Az. 2 
Lnke 22. 41. Fi 7 . 
And as for tlie Apoſtles themſelves, who we 
and the only then Commumcants, it cannot ei 


nerly, ſlovenly Crew, as to continue in ther E 
poſture, when their great Lord and Maſter was 
Devotion, blefſirg and giving Thanks. An 
agam, = 
Thirdly, When ſome ſuch Abuſes and Rudeneff 
crept into the Corinthian Church, in this very Cate 
lebrating the Lord's Supper, wfomuch tha: tie 
no difference between that ſacred Feaſt, an the 
mon Meals, net diſcerning the Lord's Hod. 280 
{tle expreſſes it, 1 Cor. 11. 29. What! tas 
Apoſtle, very tmartly reprimanding them, 


By which words he very plainly intimen 
the moſt ſacred and folemn Fenſt in t be 
4 ig 


is to be eaten and drunken after a ee 


Houſes. 5 3 

And indeed, to uſe That as common 1:10 
his Holy Church hath ſanctify'd and | 108 
pur an affront upon God himfelt, 4/24 1 
deſpiſe (as the Apoſtle words it) wha: 04 
kghted to honour. 


C27] 5 


and this is the great and heavy Crime which God 
"1 to the Charge of thoſe prophane People who ſaid, 
at the Table of the Lord is contemptible, Malachi 1. 7. 
Furthly, As for the Idol-gods of the Heathens in- 
1, who were as blind to external as to internal Re- 
xence ; tis no ſuch wonder if they were worſhipp'd 
 irreycrence and (light, and in the andecent — 2 
Sting, as Tertullian tells us of the Nations, That 
worhipp'd their Images Sitting. And ſo the Fews 
aſclves in their Idolatrous Sacrifices, when they had 
el Burnt-offerings, and Peace-offerings, to the 
tn Calf, tis expreſly ſaid, That they ſa: down 


at and drink what they had offer d, E-rod. 32. 6. 


eg © we read of Sitting in the Idol's Temple, 

Ul 7 4 10. | | 3 | 

s, thus ſhamefully and irreverently did 
+ Uolatrous Worthippers demean themſelves in 

All 


knples, and at the Altars of their Idols. 
x this was not the manner of religious and good 
I: the devout Worſhippers of the True God in 


re, and at his Altar; witneſs King Slower, 
uy bm when he had been praying before the Altar 
"IE [cmp!c of God at Feraſalem, we plainly read 
8 i bene cm before the Altar, from Ineeling upon his 


. | 

Ew laving thus far clear'd the way, I will 
v ſne of our way and manner of receiving 
vl: Communion Kneeling , (as I ſhew'd of the 
n haptiſm in the foregoing Chapter) viz. 
Dat it was their way and manner of Re- 
iim the Primitive Church, long before there 
ur ſuch thing as Popery in the World. But 


dy, | xj] plainly ſhew, that in proceſs ol 
e nc (as it (hill is) very much abus d in 
cd t Ae. But then, 


P nm os. AC — 


D Di, 


dent. c 12. 
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Thirdly, and Laftly, I will plainly ſhew, That 3 
' theſe Abuſes (which were all the Many of it) we 
done away at the Reformation of the Church of En 
land, and that it is here with us Reform d to it's pur 
Primitive uſe again. | 
Firſt, Our way and manner of receiving the Ho 
Commumon Kneeling, was their way and man 
of receiving it in the Primitive Church, long bet 
there was any ſuch thing as 455 in the World. 
Indeed their whole time of Communicating u 
ſpent in Prayers and Praiſes, and at theſe we are { 
to find them upon their Knees, or devoutly ſtand 
walk fear and Dy ny. with ſilence and down-c 
as St. peaks. 

; Yea when they repreſented ]eſus Chriſt Cruci 
in che Holy Symbols of his Body and Blood; the 
meaning of the Repreſentation it ſelf was all pe 
And true Prayer, even as if they had vocalh prayed 
the forgivencls of their Sins through the Merits 

Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. . | 
And that the Ancient Church fo underſtood thats 
bolical Repreſentation, the very learned Mr. A 
aſſures us, ſaying, © That which we in all our Pra 
and Thankſgiving do vocally, when we ſay ( 

< ſun Chriſtum Dominum noſtrum) through Jeſus C 
„ our Lord, the Ancient Church in her publick 
4 ſolemn Service did viſbly by repreſenting Clu 
_ © the Symbols of his Body and Blood. 

He means , That when the Primitive Comn 
cants by breaking Bread, and pouring out 
repreſented to God Chriſt's Body broken, and [us] 
ſhed for the remiſſion of their Sins: They ſign 
much by their Actions, as if they had begg'd of 0 
plain Terms for the Merit of Chriſt's Sufferings 
don all their Sins. RY 


— nceatls. N 
7 Deen Malachi 1. 11. 
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And thus when (at the ſin ſur: Corde) they lifted up 
ibe;r hearts unto God in the Sacrament, they did in effect 
If; up their hearts unto God in Prayer, aud for this 


„ Faber of our Lord eſs; Chriff. | | | 

f gun, hen they 2 ſbewed forth the Lord's Death, 
x the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 11. 26. and were parta- 
kers of theſe Holy Myſteries in remembrance of him, 
{-:-olically commemorating the exceeding great Love 
« our Maſter and only Saviour Jctus Chriſt thus dy- 
we for us, and eren humbling himſelf to ine Death of 
Croſs tor us miſerable Sinners. This perpetual Me- 


:nbrance their own crying Sins, which were the 


cel for their Sins, made the remembrance of theſe 
rery grievous unto them, and they were heartily 
for theſe their miſdoings: They acknowledg'd and 
x2l'd their manifold Sins and Wickedneſs, and as 
w meet, right, and their bounden Duty, they made 
humble Contefſions to Almighty God , weekly Aneel- 
n their Knees. 
Ai thus the Wiſemen's falling down and nor, hinnixg 
Saviour, is recommended, as a ſuitable Patterii to 
7 derout Communicant, by St. * Chryſoft amr. 
ani there's an Ancient 1 ades under the 


m ended to the Communicant for his imitation. 
* lie Celebrated words of St. * Ausuftine ( Nemo man- 
0 wn, that the Holy Sacrament was receiv'd in 4 ge- 
y Wt Adr æion. | 


0 


he Szcrament. 
n U | 


md — 


En: 24. in 1 Cor. 


* 


Cauſe (as faid the Apdttle) they bowed their Knees unto 


ur of his precious Death brought likewiſe to their 


ui occaſion of it. And then their remembring that 


ke of f Origen, wherein the Centurion's humility is 
© 1:5 prizs adoraverit ) are an Evidence paſt contra- 
1870 K Hulſe plainly and expreſly ſpeaks of Ado- 
+ Origen : in di ver. Hamil. 3. 


. pfl. 2. f . De Spir. Senct. L. 3. C. 12. 


— ww  v — 
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And a &ting poſture of Adoration is an inſtance « 
| 1rreverence cry'4 out upon by f Tertullian with 1 u 
indignation. 
* St. Gril's direction to the Communicant is furt 


expreſs, and fo well known, that it ſhall conclyd L 
theſe Teſtimonies from Antiquity. His direction thei... 
to the Communicant is, To receive the Sacramei © 
Bom ing d mn after the manner of thoſe who worſhip and a 
(xu x, Togo T2gTtwiTtws Y c Cινs N.) | 
And all this was long before that hard to be und“ 
| toall, and yet harder to be believ'd thing call'd Ir 
ſubſtantiation was ever heard of in the World; M 
had no ſuch ſenſeleſs thoughts of the Bread tlicn, fi”. 
it became the very Lord himſelf, and was therete . 
be ador d. 0 
No, there was no ſuch Idolatrous Bread-zorſhip 8 
the Primitive Church that I am a ſpeaking of. 1. 
lifted up their Hearts, and bowed their Knees to their LOR © 
in Heaven, but never dreamt of his being corpora: 
preſent in the Sacrament as an Object cf Adorauo! " 
And thus J think it is very plain, That our . 
and Manner of receiving the Holy Communion K. A 
ing, was their Way and Manner of receiving it in . 
Prümitive Church long before there was any fuch * 
as the Popery of Tranſubſtantiation in the \\ 
UU 3 We, 
Secondly, This Primitive way of receiving the. 4 
Communion Kneeling, was indeed in Proceſs ot A 
(as it (tilt is) very much abus d in the Church et A 10 
Hut here I deſign not the Voluminous Hiſtory | du 
Riſe and Growth of Tranſubſtantiation, hon 10 | 


receiy'd into the Church of Rome about 1222 Yeu 
ter Chriſt. How it was cſtablith'd as an 1g 
Faith by Pope Ianocent the Third; and as a uit 
ſequence of that, how the Adoration of ti: . 
decreed by his Succeſſor Pope Honorius the Thund. 


—— — 
« — —— 


* rertul. de Orat. c. 2. Cyril. Catech. . 


TW 


duch an Hiſtorical Diſſertation wou'd be foreign to 
my preſent 1 and therefore I will only plainly 
he Cale | 


der how t ſtands as to this Matter in the 
Church of Rome at tins Day. 

their Creed, That the Body and Biood of Chrijft is traly, 
wil, and fabſtanti ally in the moſt Fly Euchariſt. 

Ther believe (as the Fourth general * Council of La- 
an expreſſes it) That the Bread is Tranſubſtantiated into 


1 dy Body, and the Winz into the Blood of Chriſt. 


ve Hall hear theſe Thundcrings. 
hc ſoever ſhall deny that the Body and Blood 
 1-22ther with the Soul and 
 Chrift is contain d in the Sacrament of the Eucha- 
aut: Let him be accurſc l. e 
ind again, * © Whoſocver ſhall deny that won- 
&rf.C and ſingular Converiion of the whole Sub- 
tance of the Bread into the Body, and of the whoſe 
Wſtance of the Wine imo the Blood of Chriſt, 


lich Converſion the Catholick Church moſt apt- 
|; calls Tranſubſtantiation) Let him be accurſed. 

Ard again, f“ If any one ſhall fay that Chriſt 
rot to be worſhipped in tlie Euchariſt with Divine 
Whip, Cc. or that he is not ſolemnly to be car- 
l about and ſhewed to the People that he may 
& worthipped , and that ſuch Worſhippers are 
Kolaters : Let him be accurſed. 


rden the Prieſt has Conſccrated the Hott in the 
it; and then raiſing himſelf as high at he is able, he 


. Seſſ. 13. cap. 1. & Can. 1. Cap. 4 & Can. 2. 
*. *Rires Celebr. Miſſam, Cap. L. 


D 3 A ado- 


Know then, that tis the grand Poptth Article of 


ard if we can ſtand betore the Council of Trent, 


Divinity, and fo whole 


ae Species only of Bread and Wine remaining, 


Ti they teach, yea, and thus they practiſe too; 
WIch of Rome, * he holds it up, knee.s down, and 
bu the Hh? on high (& populo rcyerentcr oftendit 


——— 
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Alorandam) and ſhems it reverently to the Peil. 3 
Ar d. : 5 ; 
Tea, and in che Proceſſions (which, to promote tt 

Adoration, are uſually perform'd with very orc Pon 

and Magnificence, with Bell, aud Taper, and Cine an 

Incenſe, &c. they fall donn and worſhip it in the ver; Free 

And for the more folemn A ioration of the I . the 

have a particular * Fętival, which the A757al cal. 7 

Feaſt and the Solemnity of the Body of ri; an ©! 

have their Forzzs of A loracicn, and the moſt J 

Prayers upon this occaſion. 

And thus inſtead of the Primitive way of nz! 
the Bread Kneeling, they Kneel to the Brei, an tis! 

It, as if it was the very Cri? himſelf. | 

And this is a brief aud plain account cf their Al 

of this Ceremony in the Church of Koric. hiit now 2) 

Thirdly, and Laſtiy, I will plainiy ſhew, That all. 

Abuſe (which 1s all the Popery of it) was dor2awas 

the Reformation of the Church of Eneland, aud ü 
it is here with us Reform d and Reſtor d to it's p 
primitive Uſe aga' n. 1 

And tis very well known, That in the Circ 
England we are taught, that F Tranſub? int i a iu i 

pregnant to the plain words of Scriptaye, 4 ih. the $ 
ment of the Lord's Supper was not by Crit. Ordiaau 

ſerv d, carry d ab:ut, lifted up, or worjhipped. 

We teach indeed, That the Bread and Wine, w 

We conſecrate, are not to be received as common K. 

That to the Holy Elements ſanctity d and 1-j 17476 
a holy Uſe and Signification theres a very get 

and honour to be paid, That the Holy Tavic 

approaclexd with all due care and revercnc?. ad 
| facred Feaſt to be celebrated with the um © 
on both of our Souls and Bodies. 


* Inflituted by Urban Iv. Anno 1254. 
F article 28. 


„„ 0 


La] 


Bat as for the Popiſh Elevation and Adoration of the 
1. theſe are what we neither teach nor practice in 
vii Churches. - . — 

And fer your full and perfect ſatisfaction in this 
hunt, I wou d deſire you at your leiſure to take your 
nnn frayer-Bools in your hands, and to read over 
nd over again that excellent Rubrict, which you may 
al at the end of the (ommunien Service. 
jn which it is ſolemnly declared, That by our Mieel- 
kr & the Holy Communion, no ador ation is intended to the 
mental Bread and Mine; for that ſuch Adoration wow'd 
Illary to be abherred of all faichfal Chriſtians ; and 
tercfore that we mean no more by it than the primi- 
br: Ciriſtians did, who Mieeled at the Holy — 
rent as we do, for 4 ſigniſication of our humble and grate- 


| N rbronledgment of the benefits of Chriſt therein given to 
a zrtly Receivers, and for the avoiding of ſuch propha- 
* and diſorder in the Holy Communion as might other- 
"2, enſue. I | . 

o ; [will only add, That in this our way and manter 


| Recerving the Holy Communion Kneeling, we not 
lr agree with rhe primitive Church, bat with the beſt re- 
wd Proteſt ant Churches that have been in the World too. 
Indeed the Proteſtant Churches of Bohemia, &c. in the 
und * Synod of Petrokow complain heavily of the S- 
Wo (by them term'd Arians) for being the firſt Au- 
urs of Sitting at the Loris Table, which they ſay was 
Mtrary to the Rites uſed in all the Reformed Churches 
Wughout Europe: And therefore they rejected this 
temony (as they call'd it) of Sitting at the Lord's 
We as a very indecent, irreligious Poſture, and very 
une to all well-meaning People. 

And their Decree was alſo approved by the f Sy- 
W of Ulaliſaw, wherein this Sitting-geſture at the 
ns Table was ſtrictly forbidden in all the Churches 

Held Ao 13) 8. 
« Amo 1583. 


D 4 olf 


proper only to Socinin Heretichs; and as an indecen; ; 


munion Kneeling. 


(vhich were all the r of them) were done aww 


: give a plain Account of the Wedding- Ring And th 
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of Poland, and Lithuania, &c. as a Geſture propete 
ly to * Sxcintan Hereticks, Cc. F 


In ſhort, Sitting at the Lord's Table was condemn! 
by theſe eminent Synods, as ſed by none b Inſ led 


irreligious, and offenſive Geſture, contrary to the n 17 1 
ceiving the Holy Sacrament in all the Reſormed Pri;s*; 
* throughou: Europe, who all receive in a G: jure 
Adoration. . 5 

And all this, I hope, may be ſufficient for a fla 
dication of our way and manner of receiving the Hi; C 


CHAP. II. 
Of the Wedding - Ring. 


N the former Chapters, I have plainly ſhew'l 
the Croſs in Baptiſm, and of our way and man 
of Receiving the Holy Communion Kneeling. 
Firſt, That for great and wiſe Reaſons they were u 
in the primitive Church long before there was any ſ 
thing as Popery in the World: And, 
Secondly, That in proceſs of Time they were ind 
(as they (till are) very much abus d in the Churc! 
Rome. But then, | N 
Thirdly, 1 plainly ſhew'd, That all theſc Ab 


at the Reformation of the Church of Englani ; 5 
that they are here with us Reform'd and Reſtor 
their pure primitive Uſe again. 

And I will now proceed in the very fame Method 


fore, 


mp ge 


+ By them call'd Arrians. 
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rat wiſe and great Reaſons was the Wedding- 
zel in the primitive Church long before there 
ar ſuch thing as Popery in the World. 

Aus yery well known, That Giving and Re- 
= {anething as an Earneſt, is the. common way 
ins Covenants, and of ſtriking Bargains and 
nes in moſt Caſes: Indeed a Contract is uſuall 
to be very lamely and looſely made, un 
an Earneſt to enforce and bind it. 


„ese Matrimonial Contract is confirm d and 
os stving and receiving of a Ring as a To- 


1 Fatnelt thereof. The Parties conſenting to- 
in Holy Wedlock, give and receive a Ring as 
mans Pledge and Earneſt, contirming the Na. 
* Covenant which they then make. 

0 K. Aaguſtine calls the Wedding-Ring (Ar- 
ga) the Earneſt given by tlie Bridegroom to 


ei cur Office of Marriage, The Ring given and 
man {id 10 be 4 Token and Pledge (or Earneſt) of 
5 s and Covenan! then made. | e 
_ an, in the ſame Olfice, when the Man has 
m lin upon the Woman's Finger, he ſays, With 
ww” bir I the: ved; as if he ſhou'd lay, With this Ring 
[ws give thee as an Earneſt thereof, do I confirm and 
ya þ the Matrimonial Covenant which we have here in 
5 ne 0 Gd very ſolemnly conſented to. 
den as in other Contracts, tis the Way and 
ne vl” 4: tie giving of the Earneſt to mention upon 
lens it is given ; . fo in this Matrimonial Cove- 
(cr ue giving of the Ring as Earneſt, the Man 
T tt conditions which on his part are then and 
Netbed faithfully promiſed. F 
lo when he has given the Ring as the Earneſt of 
nag-Contrat, ſaying, With eis Ring I thee 
> cn nmediately * 8 7 what Conditions 
b, dis. With my B. dy I thee worſhip, and with 
und) Goods I thee endo v. Of which Condition 


— 
2 — * 


„ 


Why the Rin 
7 ? To which the Anſwer is, becauſe 
all che Fingers of that Hand, the Ring -finger 3 


Action, but with the greateſt Safety, Eaſe, and 
and 


thing more in it than this ſtill ; for they tell x 


1 are to be ſincere and cordial, and made from 
ry Heart; and that in this Caſe above all othe 


all Things elſe, is it the moſt conveniently 


„ A —— _— 


'Abah, he ſet his Bow in the Cloud to be the 
nn the Cloud, and I will I upon it, that Im 


LW] 
1 be oblig d by and by to give a plain 
But upon this occaſion I have been frequent!; 

is pat upon the Fourth Finger of th; ith 


Hand is generally the leaſt uſed of the Two, 


wiſe the leaſt and ſeldomeſt made uſe of; and 
fore is the Ring on that Finger worn withoy 
trouble, danger, or impediment, tis there out 
way of buſineſs , there it hinders not any W 


veniency is it thereon kept and worn to be a c 
| maſible Token of that Matrimonial Caf 
which ought to be had in continual remembta 


And if we may believe the Ancients, there's 


there is a Vein which goes from That Finger d 
to the Heart; and therefore when the Ring is 
that Finger as the Earneſt confirming the Matn 
Contract, it ſignifies that the Matrimonial P 
* 
Love to be hearty, and wither Diſſimul ation, 
Apoſtle requires Love to be. : 
And upon this account too is the Ring a! 


Things wiſely made uſe of, to be the Pledge at 
neſt of this great and weighty Covenant; f 


as to be conſtantly and at all times viſible, a 
ready and at hand to remember us of our N 
nial Engagements. 

For thus, As when God made a Corenz 


that Covenant, and ſays expreſly, The Bun fh 


any Covenant, Gen. 9. 175 12, 13, 14, Cc. 
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(is the Wedding-Ring appointed to be a vi- 
Len of the Matrimonial Covenant, and is in- 


ee worn ſo as to be ſeen and looked upon, 
M. thereby be remember d and put in mind 
ul: . C venant. 5 SW 
vun, The very Form and Figure of the Ring 
ger q tive, the Faſhion of it beins round and with- 
all ; 


 rexches the perpetuity and laſtingneſs of the 
ane ) * - | . pl | . 
wentil Covenant, that the Obligations of the 


out . perſons are to have no end ſo long as their 

5 OW... mind, that the Bill of Divorce ſo com- 
ani en and conniv'd at of old was a molt groſs 
ns Ordinance of God, and that nthins bt 

| Cl... : ther who ære joyned together in iy A la- 
_— lat they are not otherwiſe (excepting in the 
 : uterv) to be put aſunder. <p 
ly labs, As the very Form and endleſs Figure of 
berg . denoting the Matrimonial Engagements to 
12 


pen but Death, is an admirable admonition 
ton to us againſt the Divorce ſo commonly 


ial old Time ; fo likewiſe was there another 
og wont abuſe of Matrimony which the Wed- 
en. ing was inkewiſe intended to prevent. 

n, 


other avule which 1 mean was this, ig. Men's 


= au holding variety of Wives, and that not 
* p owe Number of them, but likewile as to 
wy Peerecs and Orders. Of which ancient abuſe of 
* g Ml Ordinance of Matrimony, I will now en- 
id p to gire a very clear and plain account; and 


er, becauſe it will ſnew great Light to ſeveral 
very odd Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, as 
Ide a mighty Vindication of the Uſefulneſs and 
Wency of the Wedding-Ring. 

A that you may the better underſtand this mat- 
Fu mar be pleaſed to attend with me to theſe 
iel tee hat a mighty regard 
will obferve to you what a mighty regat 

hal of oll time to thoſe early Prom es which 


r 


- — * 


Ram 


ham, That in his Seed ſhow'd all the Familie; i” thy 
ſhou d procee from his Loins. And from hence! 


ham and his Poſterity were very pregnant and h 


come, you believe rightly, That He was bir, 


Hleſſings were deſir d with the like cagernets an! 
tience. The N no promiſed to Abrab 


den, and as the Sand which is upon the Sca- pure, G 


and none were thought ſo bleſſed and highly fu 


Children might be the Promiſed Meſſiah ; tor you 
ſeſs d withal of having the Promiſed See was 
bear Children, they were content an- — 4 
their Husbands ſhou'd take, yea, ue 


Sarai gave her Handmaid Hagar to her Hui6 n4 49 


[3] 


God had made of ſending his Son the Me 


World:; He had promiſed to our Firſt Parems MWMn 


Parad'ſe, That the Seed of the Woman p | 
Serpent's Head : And the Promiſe was reucw 3 


be bleſſed, Gen. 12. Zo that 15 do ſay, That the 
Secondly, That all the Wives and Daughter x 


warm Thoughts and Deſires of being the M 
that Promiſed Meſſiah, every one of them enten 
great hopes and expectations, that the Pr 
might be born of her, as when the fulneſs of Ty 


Virgin Mary. And from hence J obſerve, 
Thirdly, That Children were accounted the d 
and choiceſt Bleſſings of thoſe Times, ande n. 


That his Sed ſhou e multiply d, as the Star: gc 
17. And give me Children or elſe I die, ſaid Nach 
30. 1. And when ſhe conceived and bare a Sn 
faid, God hath taken away my Reproach, Gen. 32. 
ſeems that Barrenneſs was then eſteemed a Rep 


of God as ſhe who was the Mother of the mot! 
rous Offspring. For the more Children they had, 
and greater were their hopes that one or cher ob 
ſtill remember, That the eager deſires they wei 
bottom of all. And from hence Lobſene, 
Fourthly, That when the Wives di! 


ſelves give unto their Huzbands more Wii” 
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- 113% Gen. 16. 3. And fo again, Rachel gave 
_ Bilhah to * Huchand Fach to be his Mife, 
. J. And again, Leah rook Zilpah her Maid, 
ge ber to her Husband Facrb to Wife, Gen. 30. g. 
| range Paſſages will be the more accountable if 
"I That theſe Secondary and Later Wives given 
i Husbands were not of the {ine Rank and De- 
t the Firſt ; there was ſtill a vaſt difference as 
Diznity and Privileges of theſe different ſorts of 
ter the Firſt Wife ſtill continu d to be the ole 
ef the Family. The Government of the Fa- 
a Privilege which the ſecondary Wife had 
kx: to do with ; for tho Særai had given Hagar to 
n to Wite, yet Sarai is ſtill called Hagar's Mi- 
ben. 16. 6 ya and Hagar is ſtill termed Sara's 
ben. 16. 8. 5 
, the Children of theſe Secondary Wives had 
of Inheritance, they were not allow'd to be 
their Father's Eſtate, but were put off with 
Gifts or Portions ; for ſo Iſaac, Abraham's Son 
u Wife Hai, went away with all his Fathers 
Cen. 25. 5. And in the very next Verſe you 
rad that Abraham gave but ſome Gifts or Lega - 
te Suns of his Concubines, Hagar, and Keturah. 
dere you may be pleaſed to take notice by the 
the Word Concubine in the Old Teſtament, 
alrays to be underſtood in the ſame infamous 
mwich we now take it ; for the Secondary and 
xr fort of Wives which I am giving an account 
de ſometimes called Concubines; as to give an 
* for all; Returah is expreſly call'd Abraham's 
bb. 25. 1. And the ſame Neturah is allo expreſly 
Aahem s Concubine, 1 Chron. 1. 32. And ſo both 
as [e:745 Abraham's Secondary Wives are meant 
bine of Abraham, Gen. 25. 5 
u ths, As theſe Secondary Wives (ſometimes 
Cncubines) had no ſhare in the Government > 
| tne 


— — — 1 


ber enn, Gen. 7 3. and accordingly, when 


the Secondary Wives were accounted Her's. 


theſe ſtrange Things were done. It was not tr 


Wives, that ſtill they might have the more Clu 


dren were ſo exceedingly great in thole Pays: 
wer, That (as I ſaid before) they ever pet 


The Birth of the Promiſed Meſſiah was dull n 
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the Family; fo neither had their Children 38 
of Inheritance, Abraham only gave Gifs ty * 
lis Concubines. N 
Nay and farther, Theſe Interior Wircs cou'd 
ſay, That their very Children were their oui 
they were accounted Her who was the firſt au 
rior Wife and Miſtreſs of the Family; fer (BR 
Sœai deſu d her Husband Abraham to take þ 
ar to Wife: I may be (ſaid the) that I. 
Children by ker, Gen. 16. 2. And ſo again, wh 
chel perſuaded her Husband Jacob to take ha 
Bil hab to Wite, it was in hopes that Bil Aab mis 
Children whom Rachel might bring up upon her | 


had born Jacob a Son, Gad hath given me a & 
Rachel, Gen. 3c. 6. - 5 
And ſo when the Family was encieas d by t| 
condary Wives; yet {till the Firſt Wife was f 
ther and Miſtreſs of all. The very Children 


And * it was for the ſake of ſuch Children: 


their carnal Luſts and Appetites like Brute-Be 
have no Underſtanding, that theſe good Men, 
ham, and Facch, had their choice of Wives; 
was cut of an exceeding Deſire th:t they nu n 
Children as the very Stars of Heaven for b 
And it was to be a Mother and Miſtreſs of 1 
of Children, that put Sarai and Rechel u. 
unuſual Projects of giving to their Huzbun 


And if it be ask d, Why the defires of havu 


or other of theſe Children might be the P. 


* Biſl.op of Ely Commentary upon Gen. 30. 1. 
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» of their hopes. This was the One bleſt Child 
8 1 pnncipally long d for, wiz. 
| womiſed to Abraham, in which all the Nations of 
þ was to be Bleſſed. 5 
4 this is a plain Account of the ancient Abufe 
Is Holy Ordinance of Matrimony, viz. Men's 
Land holding variety of Wives, and that not 
to the Number of them, but alſo as to their 
$ and Degrees. 3 

1 now I will proceed to ſhew, That this is one 
which the Wedding-Ring is wiſely intended to 
. For thus, . . 
Ring was anciently a Symbol and Token of ve- 
x Dignity and Freedom; of great Privileges and 
mr: As when Pherach advanced Foſzph to be 
end-ſelf, as it were, even the Second Man in 


by om, He put 4 Ring upon Joſeph's Hand, as a 
15 WR. E-timbny of . 100 Authority 
en then gave him, Gen. 41. 42 
. Lazain, When Mordecai was advanced by King 
ny „ The King gave him a King, as a Sign an 

” "i of that Authority and Greatneſs, to which he 
cred him, Eb. 8. 2. _ 
len, | again, in the New Teſtament, when the Pro- 
= vn was receiv'd into his Father's Houſe and Fa- 


and was re- inſtated in all the Privileges and Im- 
is of his Sonſhip, He had 4 Ring put on his Hand, 
*n and Teſtimony thereof, Lale 15. 22. 

L accordingly when a Ring is given as the Pledge 
Inken of the Matrimonial Contract, the Woman. 
ey entitled to all the Honour and Privileges of 
unable Efate. The Ring given to her is a Te- 
ey that ſhe is not then wegded to be a Slave or 
roman as the Inferior Wives of old were, but 
all the Favour and Privileges, all the Autho- 
Wd Right of governing in the Family, which the 
ad principal Wives then had. 7 


* 


And 


ſurely perform an: 


That tho Abraham and Facob, according to the 


will admit of no ſuch Secondary Wires as we 


as 
—B—Bv —— 


that the Ring was intended to prevent tius Abuk 


L421 
And that this 1s one wile deſign of the Rine 
to be intimated in that excellent Prayer in cy; 
riage-Office ; where we pray, That as Iſaac an! 2 
lived faithfully 2 Jo the perſons then arri 
keep the Vow and Covenant berni n 

_ whereof the Ring given and received i: a Tl 
ledge. 
Fer the underſtanding of winch, you mukt k 


of their Times and Country, had ther vans 
Wives, as I have now thewn you; yet tlus u 
Abuſe of the State of Matrimony, which the £04 
was never guilty of: He did not tate, nor did hy 
becca give to him any other Wife: No, but 
all al, he kept him only to her. | 

Aud thus, As Iſaac and Rebecca lived fai h 
ther, ſo are they oblig d to do, who give and r: 
Ring as the Pledge and Token of the Matrimoniall 
nant ; for when the Ring confirms the Count 


ciently call'd Concubines. The Ring is a Tot 
of Freedom and Authority, and intimates © 
nourable Conditions wich which the Woman 1; 
ried to the Man: That the is not married as a 
gar or a Bilhah, who were Abraham and Fang 
rior Wives; but as a Rebecca, who was tc o1ily 
of her Husband, and had all the Love, and H 
and Privileges, to which the Horourable El 
Matrimony did entitle her. 5 

And again, That the Ring is wiſely inendz it 
vent this Abuſe of Matrunony which I har 
ſpeaking of; I mean the Abuſe which cave 4 
liberty of having an Inferior fort ct \\ ws: 


farther to be intimated in the Office of Mair 
wiz. In the Conditions with which the Rus! 
by the Man; then ſay'ng, With my Bot A fee! 
Fith all my worldly Goods 1 che endö. 
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ze which conditions, as he gives her an Intereſt in 
tue, and a Right to a juſt ſhare in all his world- 
Paſſcfions ; fo likewiſe does he entitle her to the 
„es of bis Quality in the World, and to all the 
aus belonging to his Perſon. 
u becauſe there is thought to be ſome difficulty in 
& Words, With my Body I thee worſhip : Therefore 
il here take occaſion to give a more particular ac- 
| t of them. SA | | 
73 then, II: 2zy Body; that is, with my Self, my 
la; for what more common than to ſay, every 
Ir knows this or that thing: In which and the like 
uehons Every Body is as much as to ſay, Every Man, 
One. And fo here by Bod you muſt underſtand 
Man's Self, his Perſon. Well, but, 
, The grand difficulty is in the word Wor- 
Wah my Body I thce Worſbip. What can be 
ni. in by Worſhip? 1 Anſwer, That nothing more is 
Amr ncaut by it than a Civil Reſpect and Honour. 
$ we d indeed, That the Engliſh Word, Worſhip, ve- 
Tau voently ſignifies no more, is plain from the Ti- 
cs oC Ver ſbipfnl, and Right Norſhipful, which are com- 
vn and very juſtly given to ſome of the Higher 
| 1: Fs and Degrees of Men amongſt us. . 
s we read of Norſhipping not only God, but 
cen: They Worſhipped the Lord, and the Ning, 
nd. 29. 20. that is, they gave unto God the Mor- 
e E lt was his; and they gave unto the King the 
= that in a lower ſenſe was due to him too. 
es again, Where we read of Man's being 
| 121 rl with Glory and Hour, Pſal. 8. 5, in the 
wc EF lraſlation of the Pſalms the Words are, That 
us: Crowned with Glory and Vorſbip , ſo that 
Abu Worſbip and Honour muſt ſignify the ſame thing. 
n | will only farther obſerve, That the Word 
Uns! p uſed in the very ſame ſenſe in the New Te- 
I :izet Kit likewiſe ; for ſo when a Man bidden to a Feaſt 
- dart to take the loweſt 4 that the Maſter 
ol 
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of the Feaſt may ſay unto him, Friend, Goup le 
it follows that then ſhall he have Worſhip in tt: el 
of them that ſit at meat with him. Worſhip, ti; u,. 
nour, Luke 14. 10. 

And thus in the Words, With my Body I thee 1); 

By 1Vorſhip, is to be meant no more than II 

And now the Terms thus explain'd, the trug ne 

ing of theſe Words (With »:y Body I thee II 

tine. With my Perlon, or together wich my ſel: J l, 
Indur; and that is as much as to fivy, _ 

I rake thre into the ſame degree of Honour ait m 
wha! ſoever my Rank or Degree is in the World, a 
Ke ſpect or Honour is due to my Perſon, I take the: 1 

participation of it. 

For inſtance ; ſuppoſing the Bridegroom to | 
Prince, by theſe Words, With wy Body I tee Wi 

_ He makes his Bride a Princeis, and ſo down thr 
all Degrees and Eſtates of Men. The Woman ts 
ricd into the ſame degree of Quality with the Mun; 
is to be Wor ſhipped, that is, Honoxred together with | 
K „ 

And thus you ſee that theſe Words in tix t 
meaning of them are directly againſt that Abuf 
Matrimony before-mention'd, when Men had the 
fcrior Wives, who had no intereſt ciclier in the 
or Honour of their Husbands. : 

And tis very true, That the Honourable E!: 

Matrimony allows of no fuch Concuvincs, bu 
Woman is to be Worſhipped with the Man + 

She is married into the ſame Degree and Rank ot 

nity. With kis Body he does her Worſhip ; that 1s 

Honour due to his Perſon he adds to her s |1kcwile 

in this reſpect they Two become as One. | 

And for a Teſtimony and Confirmation 4 
he puts a Ring upon her Hand, which has de 


 * Hiker Eecl. Pol. L. 5. SeRt. 73: 
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«1 1 Sign and Symbol of great Diguicy and 
duese, as | before ſhew'd you. 

jb what I have now plainly {1d, T h5p2 you 
+14 with what great VV iflom and Reaſon the 
gien and received as the Pledge or Earneſt of 
* {1r1montal I denant. SER | : 

ür vou (my honeſt Countrey- Alen) are in no 
er confirming every ordinary Contract with a 


„ee or Earnelt ;_then certianly neither can there 
rat in confirming this great and weighty 


-- of Matrimony with ſuch a proper and fit 


» WW: © Exrncft, as J have naw ſhewu the Wedding- 
"4.2: nd be. : | 
elan, That the Ring was acknowledg'd and 


ra fit Pledge or Earneſt of the Matrimonial Co- 


1 
io WW: th by ſers and Gentiles, as well as by the 
Wi Chrittans. | 
uus ki: of Eſpouſing was uſed with great folem- 
15 mong the Jews; and * Tertullian ſpeaks of the 
{111 Wc: i: among the Ancient Romans; and tells us ex- 


u 27.25 540 part of their Hrauheniſim, but for 
ut Reaſons was the uſe of it continued under 


curry it {elf even in it's pureſt ſtate, 
Abu: {© we learn from that very ancient Writer + Ce- 


wen 14s ; * St. Augutine (as I oferv'd be- 
calls it Arrham Spon ſi, the Bridegroom's Earneſt 
mt the Bride. f St. Jerome ſpeaks of it once and 


11 will not trouble you with any ſarther Teſti- 
ws; for after fuch a full and plain Account as I 
N given of the Ufefulneſs and Expediency of 
Weltao-Ring, I think the fewer Teſtimonies ſuffi- 
£0 aVure you, That it was uſed in the primitixe 
ng before there was any ſuch thing as Po- 
In vie World. But now then, e 


N 05 5. T Pad. L. 3. c. 11. Aug. Tr. 2. in 1 Ep. Johan. 
e c. 2. and on Ja. 3. 5 


3 


Se- 


a 
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f 2 . * that in Procek; of 
it was in „ as it 15s, very much abus d 
Church of Nome. n — 
Of which Abuſes of the Wedding-Ring in 
Church of Rome, we have a brief account vixen 
a late excellent * Treatiſe, and I will ſearch 10 
ther; for I take no great delight in enquirire im 
Fopperics of that Church: I will only ſet down 
that excellent Author has obſerv'd in the Popiſh 
fice of Matrimony. 
In which the Wedding-Ring ( fays he) is 
<« bleſſed with Tro Prayers ; in the former of u 
God 15 beſeeched to ſend his Bleſſins on the Fins 
4 ſhe who ſhall wear it may be armed with the 1 
Haven Defence, and that it may be ben: fi ia 1 
& Eternal Life, through Chriſt our Lord. 
And in the Latter, the Prieſt croſſing lit 
“ prayeth, that God would bleſs the Ring, which (la 
© we in thy Holy Name bleſs, that whoſoever ſhall 
« may abide in his Peace, &c. 
„ Next Holy Water is ſprinkled upon the Ri 
„And Laſtly, The Bridegroom puts it upo 
© Bride's Thunb, ſaying, In the Name of the F 
Then upon her Second Finger, ſaying, and :: 
«© Then on the Third, ſaying, And of the H ( 
Then on the Furth, ſaying Amen. 5 
And theſe are the Impious and Superſtitious 
ries about the Ring; theſe are the Abuſes ot it! 
Church of Rome. And now then, 
Thirdly, I will briefly ſhew that all theſe 
(which were all the Popery of it) were done 21 
the Reformation of the Church of England, an 
It is here with us Reform'd and Reſtot to 1:3 
primitive Uſe again. | 


* Caſe of Symbolizing, Gr.. 
+ Juxta Uſum Ecclefiz Sarizburienſ:s. 
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2nd you well know, That in our Office of Mar- 

r. we have no ſuch conjuring doings ; we have no 
> iuocling Tricks as the Prieſts of the Church of 
make uſe of; we do not fooliſhly bleſs, or pray 

{ to bleſs the Ring; we have no Holy-Water (as 


aun to ſprinkle it withal ; we do not think or 
mei that there is any Myſtery in putting it firſt upon 
15 Bnle's Thumb, and then upon the Second Fin- 


and then upon the Third, and then upon the 
h: No, this is the Magick and Witchcraft uſed 

| Church of Rome, and we have no ſuch filly and 
lu Cuſtoms in the Church of England. 

e only uſe the Ring, as for great and wiſe Rea- 
twas uſed in the primitive Church; viz. As 4 
nd Pledge, or Earneſt of the Matrimonial Co- 


whether I have not now thewn you, that it is 


and proper Pledge and Earneſt thereof, judge 
al Fcople. ; . 

e Ri | 

upe 

fe 

17 th 

Ih 


E 3 
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} CHAP. Iv. 
| 8 ; Of the Surplice. 


; AS I have already the:rn of the Cſs i By 
g Kneeling at the Il) C:mmmion, and ot . 
: dinz-Ring : So l will now procced to the 4 
Sourplice, 

i Hir, That for great and wiſe Reaſons 1: 4:46 

[ in the primitive Church, long betore there was ui. 


thing as Fopery in the World: And, 

Secindh, That in proceſs of time it was in! 
it {till is) very much avus'd in the Chur.'!: e 
Bur then, 

Thir:y, and Lajtly,l will plainly Chew, Thi: 4 
Abuſcs (which were all the Popefy of ic u. 
away at the Reformation of the Church“ 

and that it is here wich us Reform'd and . 
it's pure primitive Ute again. , 
Firſt then, the Surplice for great an! wit: R 
was uſed un the Primitive Church, lors bc... 
was any inch as Popcry in the World. 

And I ſhall very brictly diſpatch what | it 
to ſay as to this matter: For if cvery Man gu 
his own burthen; then furely the Ul: 0: 25 
is only to be anſwer' d for by them that wet! | 
it is no concern of the common People : © + 
have nothing to anſwer for at the Day 
upon this Account. Our wearing the $4) 
not be laid to their Charge. I pray 04 4 
that no otier Sins may fiſc up aguntt en 
dreadful Day, and then I am ture chu 4 
never will; when they are ge d, c l 
this be condemned of hs Lord. ER 

Nay, but let the Miniſters alone 7 - © 


V1 


muſt anſwer for't at God's flaming I 


— 
6 


L 49 } 


Dir: and the Good God grant that then and 
ther may have nothing worſe to anſwer for; for 
«: be accus'd of no worſe things when we come to 
1 for our Eternal Lives, I do ſtedfaſtly believe 
+ ihe Lord will have mercy upon our Souls. 
% pray now let me ask, May not Ornament and 
enction be jultly reckon'd among the very Aims 
nds of Apparel? It is certainly one deſign of 
- Garments not only to diſtinguiſh between Men 
1\Womnen, but alſo between the different Ranks 
!Pcorecs of Men themſelves. 
E hath £1id to one Man, Sit thou here, and take the 
* 271 ; He hath ſaid to another, Friend go u 
e And theſe at the higher End are juſtly if 
nd in their very Garb and Attire from choſe at 
wer End of the World. | EE 
Er thus, Is it not fit that Kings and Princes ſhou'd 
2 many occaſions diſtinguiſh themſclves by their 
al Robes : It has been thought meet and decent 
a! witz People (and none but a few wild Qua- 
g deny d it) that Men ſhould be attir'd accord- 
their Rank and Station in the World. 
Ih 3.9 are in King's Houſes wear ſoſt Raiment, ſays 
wur; and he does not blame them for it, Mat. 
ö wear ſoft Raiment; that is, as it is inter- 
Ed, Like 7. 25. They are 1geouſſy apbarel d. The 
ency of their Rank and Degree is illuſtrated and 
« contpicuous by their precious Cloaths. 
An thus the good Joſeph, when he was in Pharaoh's. 
Cn, 74 ray d in veſtures of fine linnen, Gen. 41.12. 
al we 19 not only read of the Royal Apparel 
bing Alaſaerus aſed to wear, Eſth. 6. 3. But when 
as advancd in hat Kings Court, even that 
Nen l'xewife had an Apparel of Blue (or as it is in 
Margin, of Violet) aud White „ an a Garment of 
ſome and Purple, Eſth. S. i, | | 
* 4:2 told of ſome Noblemen who were brought up 
ne, Lament. 4. 5. | 

E 4 And 
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And eren the Prophet Daniel when be was male 
Third Ruler in King Belſhazzar's Kingdom: Hz 
cloathed with Scarlet, Dan 5. 29. | 
And thus it has been in all Nations: Men cf? 
ferent Dignitics and Degrees have bad their pecy! 
Veſtures of Diſtinction. And thus it is among 
ſelves ; our Judges and other chief Otficers; our Lat 
Mayors and Aldermen, &c. have their Scar!:: - 
Furrs, and Veſtures proper to their Ranks and Oke 
And now if it be ſo uſual and commendabl. 
our Officers and Miniſters of the State to be dent 
and diſtinguiſh'd by their reſpe&ive Garbs, Why th 
why for Gols ſake may not the Miniſters and Of 
of the Church be fo too? They were once > 4 
guiſh' d by the command of God lumſcif, Gals! 
niſters in the Ancient Jewiſh Church had their g. 
Har and proper Veſtures by God's own Appoi:tmz 
And it has been well obſerv'd, That in 1 TI.; 
where it is requir'd, that a Biſhop in the Chrit 
Church be of good Behaviour The Original w. 
x50pator, and may as well denote an Orramen:1, 
cency and- Comelineſs in his Habit, as in „ 
1 3 
And let me reaſon this matter a little calm!” 
cloſely : Do you think that the Furrs aud cult 
our Judges and Mayors, Gc. are of no f1gnificat! 
Nay, but are they not Badges and Enfigns ot 
_ Height and Dignity of their Offices? And cone u 
ly, may they not ſerve to remind us of the Reſp.-: 
Honour that we owe them? Yea, and to renundt 
ſeives too, that thev ſhoud do no mean 
things, nothing unworthy of their reſpectie Di 
ties and Places: As their diſtinguiſhing Gar! 
draw all Men's Eyes upon them, they are there 
member d 70 let their Lights ſo ſhine before Men, 
may ſee their good Works. 
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ei aus, to the ſame pious and gaol Ends is the 
H: MWkice cnioyn'd to be the diſtinguiſhing Gard of the 


ters oſhciating in the Church, wiz. this White 


of ent may in ſome meaſure denote the Dignity 
peculi cur Fun&on ; and if you pleaſe, good People, 
ON? 4 N admoniſh you of the Reſpect and Eſteem that's 
ur Ie us, and to our Miniſtration. * 
re %s Veſture of White Linnen ſignify d him to 


OH er the King's chief and principal Officers: Even 


141: e Surp!ice in like manner may denote them that 
Pont ic to be the Miniſters and Officers of God; and 
Vr vertly, that you onght ſo to account of them, as tile 
Oe ſpcaks, 1 Cor. 4. 1. and 7 efteer them very high 
page or their park's fate, as the fame Apoſtle en- 
Gas . 13. 1 
heir i ay no more of this, it ſhall content me 
mma | tare but ſoftly nam' d it. 
Tia, will add, That White is an Emblem of Pu- 
> Chr: 45 the Elders about the Throne in Heaven were 
1al Weite as dozthed in wwiite Rayment, Rexel. 4. 4. and 
nermtu r {:n{c the Spouſe of Chriſt is tad to be arraved 
in „ Linen, clean and white ; for as it exprefiy tol- 


„ Tre file Linnen is the righteouſneſe o Saints, 


alm WW: . s. 

cui tus may the White Garment (che Surplict) 
nifica MF he Purity of that Hoy Religion which in a 

ons Of WF <pecial manner is Our great concern and buſi- 

conteal and my admoniſh us that we ouglit te ae heed 

Reſp WF , 4:24 to our Doctrine, that we may neither 

emind d nur pratliſe any thing that is unwerthy of our 

mean Function, or that may any ways fully, or de- 

Se Dan, or blemiſh either our ſelycs or our pro- 
jo Call 1 1 

re there Las * ct. 2 admoniſhes the Clergy, we 

Men, 088" think ir enough that we wear the White Garment + 


— — ——_—y 
* — 


cc 


No, 


— ® Py 


No, but we muſt hence take occaſion to rem 


pretty clcarly intimated by I Pontius the Deu 


ſtyl d by lum Epijcopa:is honor, the Epiſcopal ti 


Church loi. g before there was any ſuch ting 4 
pe in the World. 98 


But then, 
was indeed in proceſs of time (as it tbl! H 


* Advert Pelag. I. 1. c. 9. 


7 Conc, Cath. 4. Can. 41. 
88 — Ion roman 
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G 0 8 119 
ſelves of that internal purity of Mind and Sul, 


mult make us ſhine in the Eyes of God. 

And this admonition of that Ancient Exc, 
plain Teſtimony chat the Swrplice was the di 
ing Garment of the Ofhciating Clergy une 

And * St. Hierom tells us yet more particu, ©: 
the Biſhop, Pric/t, and Deacon, that at the u 
cred Adnuniftrations, they were all ½ 13% . 
ments. OY 

And that the Surplice was uſed by the Due 
St. Cyprian's time, and even by St. Cyriam bunte 


miſtake him not) for to be covered wich Linge 


And thus tis a Truth eſtabliſhd by the mou 
Two or Three Witneſſes, (and I cou'd have pr 
more, even a whole * Council) that ttc he 


pious and good reaſons was ufc] in the prin 


od's Miniſters in the Church were diem: . 
diſtinguiſh'd with theſe Weite Garments, t. 
Judges and other Miniſters in the State are de 
and diſtinguiſh'd with their Furrs and Surla-k 
and wiat Fault or Popery there can oe nt. 
more than in the other, I could never 16 


Secondly, I am to ſhew , That the Sup 
piouſly and innocently uſed in the proc: C1 


abus'd in the Church of Rye. 


2 


— 


＋ In vit. Cy pr. 
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«1 of this the Miſſal gives us this Account. Why 


UT 

ul, dee a Surplice can be worn in that Church, 
t have a Biſhop (or one allow'd by him) to con- 

zt er nn and bleſs it. DE | 

ma very ſolemn manner is it to be hal- 

nem 1 know not how many ſtrause Pracers, 

cult - fr inſtance, it may defend him woo wears it, 


all the Aſſaults of the Devil, Cc. 4 
zul then to make the ſolemnity ook like Sor- 
- 14 Charm, theſe wild Prayers are (till far- 


| oo MW iompany'd with abundance of fine Tricks and 
CAC Z | 
Lin; nl then Laſtly, That the Splice may be throughly 
1 Two! wel, it mult undergo that common Foolery of 
e me e frinkled with Holy Water. 5 5 
ve pr Wa thus is it abus d egregiouſly in the Church of 
du phc . But now then, . 
e Pfei | 2 5 
1.1 r, and Lach, I will ſhew, That all theſe 
ts (which were all the Popery of it) were done 
amt, 27 at the Reformation of the Church of England; 
45 Up t it is here with us Reform'd and Reftor'd to 
primitive Uſe again. Ce 
-es very well Known, that we have no ſuch 
e in n lemnity uſed in our Church, as that of conſe- 
L v. Ws the Surplice by any Bithop, or hallowing it 
* Prayers, that it may have the force of Charm 
rp! ure down the Devil, G. 115 
111: (Nor do we uſe any Croſſings or Foolings upon any 
>) Ve NOccaſion. 3 x 
Nr d we ſprinkle it with Holy Water. 
We only wear it (as the Miniſters of the primitive 
auch did) as a diſtinguiſhing Garment, co denote 
ini of our Function, and the Purity of our 
don: To remember the People ſo to accoun: of us 
le Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſte- ; 
' God, 1 Cor. 4. 1, And to remember our _ 1 
, 


1 
that (as one of the * Canons of our Clurch cxpre 
it) we on ht to excel others In purity 97 7 ate, and il, 
be examples to the People to lide well and Chritim's.. 
that we ought indeed (as was John the Barr. 50 : a 
burning and ſhining Lighes, Joh. 5. 35. 
And now it does not, that T know of, give any 
fence, that our Judges, &c. have their diltint 
proper Garments in our Courts of Judicatur : ; 
therefore they who take offence at the Miniſter's we 
ing a like diſtinguiſhing Garment in the Church, fl 
are offended ſurely without Cauſe , and wich ur 
Reaſon. = 5 
Again, Whoever yet renounc'd his Freedom 
Privileges in a Corporation, becauſe the Oſpcers 
longing to it have their peculiar Habits of diſtiiictis 
And why then ſhou'd any renounce their Freed 
and Privilezes in the Church of God upon the: 
count of their Veſture, who are the Miniſters 3 
Officers belonging to that Church? 
Once more, It wou'd be an Inſtance of the m 
egregious folly in them that are afflicted with 
King's - Evil, ſhou'd they refuſe to be touch d and c 
by the King, becauſe the are not pleas'd with his N 
| Robes. And yet this is the preſent Cale; we kl 
| Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores, as 
Prophet calls Men's Sins; and of theſe we are to 
healed by the King of Kings. But now then, u 
that Eternal King wou d apply the healing Rem 
by the hands of a ſpiritual Phyſician, can there 
any greater folly than for Men to refuſe the Reme 
becauſe they like not the Phyſician's Garment * 
l love and ſtudy to ſpeak plain; and yet Ih 
that II take ſome care to keep within a juſt deco 
in the frequent Compariſons, Similitudes, and tan 
liar Expreſſions, which I am wont to make uſe« 


* Can. 75. 


C33] 
me therefore but the ſuppoſuion of one plain 
T7 more, and III have done. ; 

There were a Company of poor People very hungry 
ready to ſtarve, begging at a Rich Man's Gates: 
ll, and the Rich Man had compaſſion on them, 
rery kindly and charitably invite them into bis 
ne, and to a very plentiful Entertainment at his 
Table: And now one wou'l have thought that 
0 Creatures ſhou'd have reioic'd exceedingly, 
{ with great thankfulnels have accepted of the Rich 

-\ hs {:afonable Relief: Whercas on tte quite con- 
N, Oh, Sir, ſaid they, we dare not come within 

dom Doors; we muſt not approach your Table. Why 
Mice the Rich Man, Y/bat! do you think my Houſe 
(ict infected, or that my Meat is poiſon? No, no, 
- Erce ber, Good Sir, Your Houſe and your Meat with- 
on the W#:t are very good; but to tell you the plain 
Uſters 2 h, we dare not come into ur rule, Or to your 
le, Lerazſe we like not the Colour of your Struant's 
f the ner, who attend and wart in ycur Houſe, and at 
4 with Table. £2 Or CG | 

I and u was not this ſurprizing? Or what think you? 
:þ his N - mee Fools deſerve to be pity'd, or to be 
; we heat 5 3 | 
ores, a WP"! jet you know the People who ſhun the Houſe 
re arc 10 Fable of God for the ſame wiſe Reaſon, they 
then, wle Color of bis Servant's Garb; I mean, 
ing Rem"! will not be invited into the Houſe, or to the 
can there of God, becauſe they like not the White Gar- 
the Remeſ in arbich his Miniſters officiate, and attend, and 
F u tis Houſe, and at his Table. But enough of 


i now Tam almoſt ready to fatter my ſelf, that 

let before you all our accuſed Ceremonies in a 
[clear Light ; and that you now plainly ſee how 
ully and unreaſonably they J:ave Ar- 
L and Judg d, and Condemns 43 Popiſh. For, 


For. 
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For great and wile Reaſons they were uſc!; 
primuve Church long before there was any 1uc'; i 
as Popery in the World; and tho' tis true, t 
proceſs ot time they were indeed (as they ſtill arc! 
ry much abus d in the Church of Rome, yet all {| 
Abuſes (which :vere all the Popery of them) wer: 
away at the Reformation of the Church of Eng, 
ant they are here with us Reform'd and Reſtor 
their pure primitive Uſe again. 

And as for the Wale, the Learned, and ( 
Men, who were the Reformers of our Church, | 
aſſure you, that many of them dy'd Martyrs in q 
Marys Days; and you know they were no Þ; 
who were then Martyr'd and Burnt : Nay, but! 
their Blood which was then ſhed by Popiſh | 
bears a ſufficient Teſtimony to their Reforma 
that it was free from Popery. 

And then again in the late Reign, one wou' 
thought that the Reformed Church of Eno. 
never more have been accus d of Popery. Fr, 

I am very confident that you, good Vcople, d. 
then think the Biſhops to be Papiſts wi:cn they 
clapt up in the Tower. | 

And who but the Clergy of the Church. 
land were then the Defenders of the Protc!tun A 
on againſt all the Accuſations and Books 01 tcl 
and ſeſuits? | 

In the * Catalogue of Diſcourſes publiſh { 11.2 - 
in the late King James's Reign, there were I 
and Twenty eight Books written by ite Mena 
Church of Enyland, and but f Three by the 
of all forts. 1 
Nay, and don't you remember who wer 
compar'd to Scaſtolds, which the Undertazeis © 
the Church of Rome made ule ot. 


- —_—  — 
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ulcl i. 1 forbear, and will conclude with a Paſſage 


luc Mea way find in the beginning of your Com- 

7 üg Pcaycr-Books, in the Account of Ceremonies, why 

_ = r :b-libed, and ſome retained. „ 
alt it 


Al:houzh the Keeping or Omitting of a Ceremo- 


wat {71 it elf conſider'd) is but a ſmall thing ; yet 
£ EA en and ran: 
8 wiltul and contemptuous Tranſgreſſion and 


Retter WM ing of a common Order and Diſcipline, is no 


_ g hon, {aith St. Paul, in 4 ſeemly and duc order. 
urc * t appointment of the which Order pertaineth not 
pu 1 eue Men; therefore no Man ought to take in 


N. or preſume to appoint or alter any Publick 
common Order in Chriff's Church, except he 
hw fully called and authorized thereunto. 


„ but! 
piſh | 
Nctlorma 


:ople, ul 
_ 


nurch O1 
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ll offence before God; Let al! things be done 
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